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Russia to Hold Paralympic Games for
Banned Athletes
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Following the ban on Russia’s entire ParalympicBteam, Russia will hold a Games for the
country's athletes, PresidentBVladimir Putin said, the TASS news agency
reported Thursday.

Prizes will be identical to those being handed outBin Brazil's Rio de Janeiro, TASS reported.

According to Putin, members of the RussianBParalympic team will be supported by the
government and a specialBcompetition will be organized in order for them “to
demonstrateBtheir skills.”
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decision to ban Russia from the Paralympics is “againstBthe law, against morality and
against humanity,” the president said.&

He added that “international anti-dopingBorganizations must be free from politics,” TASS
reported. Putin'sBEstatements echo those made by Sergei Shilov,

aBmember of Russia's

Paralympic Committee.

TheBRInternational Paralympic Committee (IPC) announced earlier this monthEthat the
entire Russian team would be banned from this summer’sBParalympic Games following
damning reports of state-sponsored dopingBwithin the country.

Russia appealed the ban, but the Court of BArbitration for Sport (CAS) upheld the IPC's
decision to ban Russia’sBParalympic squad.
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