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JTuBeHb: downpour

It startedBout with a couple of drops.

Ha ronoBy KaniHyJ1o0. 3TO UTO, JOKAD UTO

nuBcobupaeTcs?

(A few drops fellBon my head. Gee — is it going to rain?) Then there were

more than a few drops.BYou begin to remember poems and songs:

A Ha ynule KallaeT JO>K[Ib,

B N0[IOKOHHUK yIIpsAMo CTY4UT... (Rain is falling outside, Knock-knock-knockingBon the
window sill...).

But still,@sometimes it looks like we’re in for a big storm and then the rain passes usBby. A
neighbor came out of his dacha, held his hand out, and said: HarpanbiBaeT fo>kauK (It’s
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sprinkling.) HakpansiBaTh or Kpanath (spit, sprinkle) are nicelyBexpressive words to
describe those first splatters of rain. As a writer explained: BHaunHarOT KpanaTh lepBbie
Karutyu. HapojiHoe c10BO “KpanaTh”’ xopoliio repeiaeTEBO3HUKHOBEHME NOXKIIS, KOT/Ia ellle
peaKye KAl OCTABJISIIOT TeMHbIe KDAalTMHKU Ha IMbUTbHBIXETOPOTaX ¥ KPhIIIax (

The first

drops of rain splattered down.H=

The colloquial word for this (kpamaTs) conveys nicely the

firstBappearance of rain, when the still infrequent drops leave dark spots (

KpamnuHKHU) on the

dusty roads and roofs.)

Then itBbegan to drizzle — very peculiar fine rain that could be mistaken for moistureBin the
air: AcdanbT repes JOMOM Ha IJTa3ax TeMHe 1 B Mopocut Mmenku 1oskab (TheBasphalt in
front of the house turned dark as I watched — there was a lightBRdrizzle.) Drizzle can be warm
or cold: K Beuepy mopocun Témnbii foskab (TowardBevening a fine warm rain came down.)
MopocuT xonogHbIN fo>kab (It’s drizzling cold rain.) WhenBthere is a strong wind from the
north, the cold stuff — mopocsmui no>xab (drizzle) — can hit your face like a thousand little
needles.

At first weHall thought:

uaeT no>kauk (A light rain is falling), go>knurk being a nice

diminutive of fo>kab that implies a gentle rain, somethingBpleasant. And then it just rained:
Jo>xne mén. (It wasBraining.) That is neutral — not too hard, not too light. Just your
averageHrainfall.

But by lateBSunday night:

IIén cunbHBIN Ao>KOb (It was raining hard.) In fact, mén

MIPOTMBHOM A0KIb (it was pouring).BIn fact, it was pouring down constantly everywhere. For
this you might use the adjectiveR

o6o>kHoO (steady, widespread).H

Korpa HacTasa ropa

YXOJIUTD, ITOIIE CUITBHBIN 00JI05KHOM H0osKAb (When it was time to leave, thereBwas a steady,
heavy downpour.)

In fact, mo>KOb TUI

Kak 13 Befpa (it was raining buckets). Actually, it was a torrential downpour. FirstBwe used
rather neutral constructions: Ha ynuiie nuBeHs (It’s really comingBdown.)

JIbéTCSI TMBHEM

(It’s a deluge.)

Then weBstopped being neutral and got more expressive with the verbs. By the
nextBmorning, after a night of steady rain with no sign of it letting up, it feltBlike we’d been
hit with something really bad. CunbHBI# H05KIE 00pyIIMIICS Ha MocKkBY (Heavy rains hit
Moscow.) XJIbIHYJI Ha

Hac cuIbHbIM TuBeHb (We were hit with driving rain.)

The newscasters were fey:EB ocazie 0caJfkoB: K UeMy IIpHBeJI MHOT'0UaCOBOM TNBEHb B
Mockse? (Besieged by precipitation: what did theBhours-long downpour do to Moscow?) And



then grim: [Tponunuck cokpymnTenbHble TUBHY (TheBrains came crashing down in
torrents.) And then really grim: JInBeHb 3aTONNII IIPOE3’KUE YaCTU 45 YIIUI] U

MISITH O/IBa/IOB >KWIBIX oMOB (TheBtorrential rain flooded 45 streets and five apartment
house basements.)

But perhapsHa lesson was learned?
He 1iopa iy OCTPOUTD TUBHEBYIO KaHaau3anuo? (Isn’t
it time to put in storm drains?)

High time,®I’d say.
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