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An Islamic cleric from Russia’s North Caucasus has called for all Russian women to undergo
female genital mutilation (FGM), the Fontanka news website reported Wednesday.

Ismail Berdiev, a member of the Presidential Council for Cooperation with Religious
Communities, said that FGM was needed to combat "sexual immorality."

“All women must be cut, so that there will be no depravity on Earth,” said Berdiev, who also
admitted that FGM was not part of Islam. “It would be good if this was done to every woman."

He also claimed that the act had no effect on women's ability to give birth, despite medical
evidence that women who have undergone FGM are more likely to experience fertility
problems and complications during
 childbirth.

"The Almighty created women to give birth and raise children, but cutting them has nothing
to do with this,” he said. “Women will still birth children but there will be less depravity.”



Berdiev’s comments sparked an angry backlash on social media. Berdiev later chose to
"clarify his comments," claiming that he had not called for all women to undergo FGM, but
highlighted that "depravity was a problem about which something had to be done."

The Rights Initiative human rights foundation published a report earlier this week on the
practice of FGM in the Russian republic of Dagestan. The study identified that the practice was
taking place predominantly in five mountainous areas of the republic, where the operation is
normally carried out on girls under the age of three. On rare occasions, girls as old as twelve
had also been subjected to the operation, the report found.

FGM is an internationally recognized crime, with the practice predominantly being carried
out in northern Africa. As well as being at a higher risk of maternal mortality, women who
have undergone FGM often report difficulty urinating and passing menstrual flow, chronic
pain, and psychological trauma.
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