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Moscow Accused of Using Banned
Incendiary Weapons in Syria

August 16, 2016

The Moscow Times

The Human Rights Watch (HRW) NGO has accused Moscow and Damascus of using incendiary
weapons in Syria in a report published Tuesday.

The United Nations Convention on Conventional Weapons bans the use of incendiary weapons
on civilian targets because of the chemical fires they produce. These fires are difficult to put
out and cause destruction to civilian infrastructure and excruciating burns which are hard to
treat.

A total of 113 countries, including Russia, have agreed to the protocol on incendiary weapons
but Syria has ignored calls to do so. The protocol bans air-delivered incendiary bombs but
permits ground-launched incendiary weapon attacks.

Russia entered the Syria conflict in support of its ally President Bashar Assad in September
last year, with Russian aerial support considered key to gains made against insurgents by
Syrian government forces.



HRW report that there is compelling evidence that “Russian aircraft are being used to deliver
incendiary weapons or are participating with Syrian government aircraft in attacks using
incendiary weapons.”

HRW claim incendiary weapons have been used at least 18 times over the past nine weeks,
including in attacks on rebel-held Aleppo and Idlib last week with at least 12 civilians reported
wounded in five of the attacks.

Russian state media on June 18 also reportedly showed incendiary bombs mounted on Sukhoi
Su-34 ground attack aircraft at the Russian airbase in Hmeymim in Syria, HRW said. The
Russian air force is the only one currently using this type of aircraft in Syria.

Russia's Defense Ministry has stated that it does not attack areas where civilians are located.

The director of HRW's arms division Steve Goose called on the Syrian and Russian
governments to “immediately stop attacking civilian areas with incendiary weapons” and
called on all countries to condemn their use.
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