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Russian Internet
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Russian President Vladimir Putin (L) shakes hands with Turkish President Recep Erdogan in the
Konstantin palace outside St.Petersburg, on Aug. 9, 2016. Alexander Zemlianichenko / AP

After eight months of tension between the two countries, Russian President Vladimir Putin
and Turkish President Recep Erdogan finally met in person and shook hands on Tuesday.

The speedy reconciliation comes after Erdogan sent Moscow a long-awaited apology over
shooting down a Russian war plane, and has inspired a wave of jokes on the Internet.

Here is The Moscow Times' selection:

"Erdogan is no longer the Islamic State’s accomplice or Russia’s enemy!" one Twitter user


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/the-moscow-times

sarcastically pointed out, attaching a picture of a warm handshake Putin and Erdogan shared
before their meeting...

Embed:

dpmorax 6oJbliie He moco6HUK UT'MJIa u He Bpar Poccuu!
pic.twitter.com/EHZtPKYSY6

— Philipp Kireev (@mynameisphilipp) August 9, 2016

Surprised by the warm welcome Putin gave his counterpart, many recalled accusations of
supporting terrorists that Moscow recently directed at the Turkish leader:

"Putin: Erdogan, you trade with the Islamic State

Erdogan: No you"

Embed:

[TyTuH: dpgoraH, Tel Topryeiis ¢ UTUII
dpporaH: CaM TOPTYeIlb, CaM TOPIYeIlb, be-6e-6e

— rishikesh news (@rishikesh__news) 27 Hos16pst 2015 T.

"Erdogan was recently attacked throughout Russia and accused of purchasing oil from the
Islamic State. And today he is Putin’s best friend and Russia’s partner."

Embed:

Emé HejlaBHO B PoccuU 0TOBCIOIy MOUYWIM IpJoraHa U KCalu, 4YTO OH He(pTh Y
WUT'UJI noKynaeT. A cerofHs OH My4ymn apyr [lyTuHa u napTHEp Poccun

— PB ronoBHOro mo3sra (@belamova) August 9, 2016

"It wasn't Erdogan, it was his adult son who traded oil with Islamic State — it’s all legal."


https://t.co/EHZtPkYSY6
https://twitter.com/mynameisphilipp/status/762980162090725376
https://twitter.com/rishikesh_news/status/670330800102096897
https://twitter.com/belamova/status/762979347326197760
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Hed w0 c UTMIOM TOProBal He IpHoTaH, a ero COBepIIeHHOJIeTHUM ChIH, BCe
3aKOHHO.

— BOJIKa ¥ MenpioHuY (@treugolny hui) August 9, 2016
... As well as counter-accusations by Erdogan that claimed that the Russian military operation
in Syria had led to the death or injury of thousands of ethnic Turks:
Embed:

"Ah, the accomplice of terrorists, I presume"
"Nice to see you, the Killer of Syria's ethnic Turks' pic.twitter.com/V2vMGAItoy

— Darth Putin (@DarthPutinKGB) August 9, 2016

And some just found themselves lost in confusion over the sudden change in international
relations:

"One day Turks are bad, and the next day they are good ... Poor downtrodden Russians."

Embed:

To TVPKHU IIJIOXHE, TO TYPKU XOPOIITHE... benubie 3aTVPKaHHbIE€ DOCCHUAHE.

— Po3a MouiceeBHa (@Anakoyher) August 9, 2016

A "stab in the back" became one of the most popular idioms among those speaking out about

the meeting. During the last 24 hours, Russian users produced quite a number of its bitter
variations:

""A stab in the back was not enough for Putin, and he befriended Erdogan again to be hit on his
head with a scimitar..."

Embed:


https://twitter.com/treugolny_hui/status/762984959032393728
https://t.co/V2vMGAIt0y
https://twitter.com/DarthPutinKGB/status/762982710075850752
https://twitter.com/Anakoyher/status/763002758224109568

Hoska B crinHy IlyTUHY 0Ka3aJ10Ch HeJOCTAaTOUYHO ¥ OH BHOBD 3aJpY>KUJICS C
dpporaHoMm, YTOOBI B CJIEVIOTUI pPa3 MOTYUUTb M0 OaIlKe STaraHOM..

— ///epebuoB (@igorzhe) August 8, 2016

"At a meeting with Erdogan, Putin thankfully returned a knife pulled out from his back"

Embed:
Ha BcTpeue ¢ pmoraHom IIyTHH ¢ 6;1arojapHOCTHIO BEPHYIT BbITAIIIEHHBIN 13

CIITMHBI HO>KUK.

— Hsapromka Iy (@Shulz) August 9, 2016

A final touching detail — plates with photographs of the leaders — just couldn’t go unnoticed
and became the cherry on top.

Embed:

In true style, Putin and Erdogan had lunch with plates bearing their photographs
(shaking hands in St. Pete) https://t.co/PIoMVws9zj

— Thomas Grove (@tggrove) August 9, 2016

The Islamic State is a terrorist organization banned in Russia.
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