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The deputy head of Russia's Central Bank provided instructions to members of the Moscow-
based Taganskaya crime syndicate on how to launder money through banks and real estate in
Spain, according to a report by the Bloomberg news agency on Tuesday.

Torshin reportedly occupied a higher position in the organization than its leader Alexander
Romanov, who called the Central Bank deputy head “godfather” or “boss,” Bloomberg
reported, citing a report by Spanish investigators.

The allegations are based on recordings of phone conversations between Romanov and
Torshin in 2012 and 2013, and documents seized from Romanov's villa in Spain.


Torshin
denies any connection to the Taganskaya syndicate, claiming that he had “purely social” ties
to Romanov.




Torshin claims that he met Romanov at the beginning of 1990s and that they later worked
together at the bank. He told Bloomberg he hadn't spoken to Romanov since he was was



arrested in 2013.


Romanov was sentenced to four years in prison in Spain in May over illegal transactions
worth 1.65 million euros ($1.83 million) and $50,000.


Torshin was appointed deputy head
of Central Bank in January this year. Before that, he was a senator in the United Russia party
representing the republic of Marii-El.




Bloomberg noted that Torshin wasn't charged by the Spanish authorities. According to an
unidentified Spanish official, “prosecuting Torshin isn’t worth the effort because Russia
doesn’t cooperate in cases involving high-ranking officials.”


In June, the Spanish Civil Guard detained six Russian citizens and a Ukrainian suspected of
money laundering. The move was described by the media as “a new blow to the Russian mafia
in Spain.”


According to the El Mundo newspaper, the suspects had ties to United Russia
officials.
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