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'Cruel and Inhumane': Russia Reacts to
Paralympic Ban
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RussianBofficials have lashed out at a ruling by the International ParalympicBBCommittee
(IPC) decision to ban Russia’s entire squad from nextBmonth’s Paralympic games following
as “cruel and inhumane.”

Writing onBher Facebook page, Russian foreign ministry spokeswoman MarialZakharova
called the decision “a betrayal of the very highestBstandards of human rights which govern
the modern world.”

The IPCHruled Sunday that the squad would be unable to compete in the GamesBafter an
independent report from the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA)BRrevealed a “state-
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sponsored” doping program across Russian sport.

SpeakingBat a news conference, IPC president Sir Phillip Craven calledBRussia’s anti-doping
system “broken, corrupted and entirelyBcompromised,” with a “medals over morals”
mentality.

“TheBRussian Paralympic Committee are unable to ensure compliance with
andBenforcement of the IPC anti-doping code and the world anti-dopingBcode within their
own national jurisdiction and they cannot fulfill®its fundamental obligation as an IPC
member,” he said.

“TheBdoping culture that is polluting Russian sport stems from the RussianBgovernment,
who has catastrophically failed its Paralympic athletes,” Bhe added.

Russia hasBalready announced that it will appeal the decision at the Court forBArbitration in
Sport (CAS).

VladimirBLukin, the head of Russia’s Paralympic Committee (RPC), said he wasB“stunned”
by the decision. “Common sense doesn’t alwaysBtriumph,” he said. “I get the impression
that this was allBdecided beforehand and that our efforts to defend ourselves
wereBpointless.”

“The RPCRis barely mentioned in the [WADA] report. There was one diagramBshowing that a
few tests are assumed to be missing, but we were notBresponsible for their storage. Why
aren’t WADA answering forBthis?”, he said.

TheBreport, authored by Canadian lawyer Richard McLaren, found Russia’sBsports ministry
and security services manipulated urine samples atBanti-doping laboratories between 2011
and 2015 including during theB®Sochi winter Olympic and Paralympic Games. Twenty-seven
of theBreportedly manipulated samples related to Paralympic sport.

Russia’sBEperformance at the Winter Paralympics dramatically improved duringBthe period
the doping system was reported to be in operation. AfterBwinning 38 medals at the Vancouver
games in 2010 Russia took 80Bmedals at the Sochi Winter Olympics in 2014.

RussianBESports Minister Vitaly Mutko claimed that the allegations of dopingBwere
“groundless” and promised to fully support Russia’s Paralympic Committee, “a world leader
in the Paralympic movement.”

Russia’sBDeputy Prime Minister Arkady Dvorkovich also condemned the decisionBon social
media, writing that “those who voted for this decisionBhave no conscience and no honor.”

The ban onERussia’s Paralympic squad is in contrast to the International BOlympic
Committee’s decision to allow Russia's Olympic team toBcompete if that were given
clearance from individual sportingBfederations.

Four-timeBParalympic athletics champion Alexey Ashapatov claimed that otherBnations
wanted Russia to be disqualified in order to remove a majorBrival. “There is certainly politics
involved. Our rights have beenBcompletely violated,” Ashapatov told the state-owned news
agencyBTASS.



“PerhapsHit’s because we have shown we can compete with the very best,” heHEsaid.
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