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AnRincreasing number of Americans are facing visa problems orBdeportation from Russia
due to worsening political ties, theBKommersant newspaper reported Tuesday.

Twenty-fiveBU.S. citizens had their residence permits annulled in the first halfBof 2016,
compared to just two in 2014.

ManyHof those deported claim that they have not been given the chance toBfight against
allegations made against them, or that the charges wereBunsubstantiated.

AmericanBWyatt Gerard Ford launched a complaint against Russia at theBEuropean Court of
Human Rights after being deported from Russia inBBMay for violating the terms of his visa.

FordBwas accused of violating migration law by staying at his futureBwife’s apartment
whilst registered at a different address, and byBteaching English unofficially part-time
without notifying theBmigration service.
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“TheBdecline in relations has definitely had an effect on the lives ofBAmericans in Russia,”
said Mikhail Troitsky, senior lecturer atB8the Moscow State Institute of International
Relations.

“WhatRis happening is definitely linked to the political climate.”

DespiteHongoing political tensions, Americans are more willing than ever toRvisit Russia.
While the number of Americans visiting the country onBbusiness has dipped, the number of
American tourists is on the wayBup: from 170,000 in 2011 to over 213,000 in the first nine
months ofE2015.

Yet even for those with only a short stay in mind, visaBregulations cause difficulties.

“U.S.H|citizens with valid visas have been refused entry to Russia onEBseveral occasions whilst
others have had their visas annulled beforeBleaving the United States,” a U.S. embassy source
said.

Russia'sBInterior Ministry

deniesHthe accusations, saying that

Hthe sharp rise in residence permit
cancellationsBwas

dueRto foreign citizens

stayingE&

inBthe country past

Btheir permit’s expiry date. Russia’s
ForeignKg

Ministry alsoBmaintains that c

laimsBthat Americans are being targeted by
authorities are “anti-RussianBhysteria created in Washington.”

SeveralBunnamed

RussianBdiplomats

toldBKommersant that

Hthe increasing pressure on

Americans in Russia is designed to counterB“the appalling arbitrary justice handed out by
Washington,” Bcalling the accusations of U.S. diplomats “just another attempt toBdemonize
Russia.”

DiplomatsHcite
dBRthe arrest of Russian businessman Dmitry Ukrainsky on the request of®the
FBI in Thailand in July as an example of U.S. aggression.

“TheBAmerican authorities continue the unacceptable practice of “hunting”Bfor Russians
all over the world, ignoring the norms of internationalBlaws, and twisting the arms of other
states,” Russia’s ForeignBMinistry said following his detention.
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