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Russian opposition activist Alexei Navalny leaves a court in Moscow on Monday, Aug. 1, 2016. Ivan
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Opposition activist Alexei Navalny has avoided jail after a Moscow court rejected an appeal to
change his suspended jail term into an immediate sentence.

Russia’s Federal Penitentiary Service made the request, claiming that Navalny had broken the
terms of his suspended sentence by failing to report to a scheduled meeting at a city police
station on July 7. Navalny's sentence stipulates that the activist must report to the police twice
a month.

The court was told that Navalny’s lawyer had informed police on July 6 that his client was on
holiday, and that Navalny had presented himself to the police on his return to Moscow on July
11.

“I can’t leave Moscow for more than two weeks. I work, I have business trips and children



with school holidays,” Navalny told the court. “Do you need me to stop working, stop going
on holiday with my children, become an alcoholic and a social outcast?”, he said.

Navalny produced receipts from a holiday home rental in Karelia to prove of his whereabouts
on July 7, adding that the authorities were aware of his movements as security service agents
had followed him closely during his trip.  

The activist claimed that the request to have him jailed was an attempt to deter him from
continuing his investigative work for his Anti-Corruption Foundation.

“The only person you’re distressing is my wife, who always has to pack and unpack my
suitcase for prison,” Navalny told the court.    

Navalny and his brother Oleg were convicted in December 2014 of embezzling 30 million
rubles ($442,000) from two companies, including the Russian branch of the French cosmetics
giant Yves Rocher. Navalny was given a suspended sentence of three and a half years, whilst
his brother was sentenced to a prison term of the same duration. Both have repeatedly denied
the accusations, claiming that the case is politically motivated.
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