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Crimean Map Scandals: Choice Between
Offending Russia or Ukraine
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Google Maps

Since Russian troops invaded andBannexed Ukraine's Crimean peninsula in March 2014,
world topography has struggledBto place the international border between the two countries.
ResearchBengines, academic textbooks, businesses and other world organizations&have
come under fire from both the Ukrainian and Russian foreign ministries depending on how
they print their maps.

This week, Russia criticized Google forBusing Ukraine's “decommunized” spellings for street
names inBparts of Crimea. Google has adopted Ukrainian versions of 900 placeBnames in
Crimea.

Russia's Communications MinisterBNikolai Nikiforov called the move a “short-sighted
policy” andBsaid that he hoped “the mistake is corrected.” “If Google paysHso little
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attention to Russian law and Russian placeBnames then it will not be able to do business
effectively on RussianBterritory,” Nikiforov said.

Crimea's Prime Minister Sergei AksyonovBclaimed Google was ‘“pandering to Kiev and
feelings of RussophobiaBin Ukraine,” while another Crimean official accused the company
ofB“topograhical cretinism.”

On Friday, Google reversed its decisionBand restored the Soviet names for Crimean
settlements.

But Google is far from the onlyBcompany to be caught in the conflict.

Russian search engines

Initially, Russia'a Yandex search engine reacted to theBannexation by showing Crimea as
Russian on Yandex.ru (the RussianBversion of the website) and as Ukrainian on Yandex.ua
(its UkrainianBversion). Russian search engine Mail.ru marked Crimea as part of
RussiaBshortly after the annexation.

Textbooks

Only a handful ofBcountries, including North Korea, Cuba, Syria and Venezuela,
haveRrecognized Crimea as part of Russia. Other members of theBinternational community
— even staunch Moscow allies like Belarus —Ehave abstained on the issue.

Printing newBschool textbooks have sparked diplomatic rows with both Russia andBUkraine,
depending on where the border was printed.

Kazakhstan angeredBRussian authorities by ensuring that Crimea remained Ukrainian
inBacademic textbooks. In September 2014, the Kazakh Education MinistryBwas forced to
release a statement on the issue. “The publisher andBauthors did not fully reflect the position
of Kazakhstan or that ofBthe international community in its treatment of the Crimea issue.”

The BritishBpublisher Oxford University Press also came under fire for printing aBmap of
Crimea as part of Russia in a geography textbook, promptingBcomplaints from the Ukrainian
Embassy in London.

Cuba's EducationBMinistry, keen to avoid confrontation, printed textbooks with
mapsBshowing Crimea as simultaneously part of Russia and Ukraine.

World sporting organizations

FIFA also had toBchoose whether to offend Ukraine or the Kremlin. When it unveiled
aBpromotional video of the 2018 World Cup in Russia, it included CrimeaBas part of the
Russian Federation. This sparked protest fromBUkraine's diplomats, with additional uproar
as Russia is accused ofB“kidnapping” Crimean football clubs as part of the annexation.



Global corporations

Coca-Cola made aBsimilar blunder in January when it included Crimea as part of RussiaBin
its advertising campaign, drawing protests and threats of aBboycott from angry Ukrainians.
The U.S company said that the map, whichBappeared on its VKontakte page, had been
changed by an advertisingBagency without its approval.

The CrimeanBannexation was the first time borders were changed in Europe by forceBand its

topographical consequences will live on until the conflict isErevolved.
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