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ProtestsBagainst repressive new anti-terror legislation have taken place inBmajor cities
across Russia.

ActivistsBgathered on Tuesday to protest the “Yarovaya Package,” a series of@hard-hitting
anti-terrorism laws authored by ultra conservativeBUnited Russia deputy Irina Yarovaya. The
bill was approved byBEpresident Vladimir Putin last month.

TheRlegislation has drawn criticism from both ordinary Russians and humanBrights groups,
with whistle-blower Edward Snowden describing theBpackage as being “Big Brother laws.”

The lawsBtighten restrictions on Russian terror suspects, introduce harsherBpenalties for
inciting or justifying terrorism online, and increaseBthe number of crimes with which
children aged between 14 and 17 canBEbe charged.

CommunicationsBcompanies will also need to monitor the content of phone calls



andBmessages and to keep them on file for six months. All messaging appsBand internet
services which use encryption will also be required toBadd additional code allowing access to
the Russian security services.&

The largestBprotest took place in Russia’s third largest city, Novosibirsk.BThe rally was
attended by 200 people, local media reported.

SmallerBdemonstrations were held in five other provincial cities in Russia.

Officials inESt. Petersburg refused to give permission for an official protestBalthough 150
people did attend a sanctioned “people’s assembly.” BPolice arrested a woman selling plastic
bags emblazoned with theBwords “Yarovaya Package” during the gathering. She was accused
of breaking trading laws, local media reported.

A MoscowRBdistrict court yesterday supported City Hall’s decision to revokeBpermission for a
planned protest in the capital against the new laws.BA demonstration organized by
opposition politician Leonid Volkov hadBpreviously been approved by authorities, but
officials later revokedBthe permit, citing inaccuracies in the application.

A secondBapplication by Volkov was also rejected on grounds that the area hadBalready been
booked for an animal rights picket.

Writing onEhis website Tuesday, Volkov called the court’s decision “absurd”Band claimed
that the decision to revoke their protest permit was “illegal.” He vowed to re-apply for a
permission to hold aBprotest on Aug. 9.
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