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Russia's Yuliya Efimova shows off her gold medal after the Women's 50m breaststroke final during the
Swimming European Championships in Budapest. Bela Szandelszky / AP

International sports federations fear huge damages for banning Russian athletes from the
Olympic games because of previous doping convictions, the Guardian newspaper reported
Wednesday.

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) announced Sunday that individual sporting
federations would decide if Russian athletes are eligible to compete in the competition in Rio
de Janerio. The IOC had been under growing pressure to impose a blanket ban on the Russian
squad, following reports of wide-spread, state-sponsored doping in the country by the World
Anti-Doping Association (WADA).

The International Athletics Federation has already ruled that Russian track-and-field athletes
will be unable to compete, declining the request of Russian sports minister Vitaly Mutko to lift
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the ban on Wednesday.

The international federations governing modern pentathlon, canoeing, sailing, rowing and
swimming have also blocked any Russian sportsperson mentioned by name in the WADA
report from competing.

At least one federation could allow Russians implicated in the report to compete due to fears
that they could be sued, the Guardian reported. Such a move would give the IOC the
responsibility of banning the athletes and dealing with any legal challenges.

There could be multiple legal cases from banned athletes who have not had their cases
formally heard, sports lawyer Mike Morgan told the newspaper.

“It [the IOC ruling] circumvents the athletes’ due-process rights. Simply being named [in the
report] does not mean they have taken a banned substance,” he said.

Russian swimmer Yulia Efimova, a bronze medalist at the 2012 London Games, announced
Tuesday that she would be appealing the IOC’s ruling. Efimova was found guilty of taking
performance-enhancing drugs in 2014. The ban is discriminatory as it allows athletes from
other nations to compete despite past doping convictions, she claims.
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