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Russia’sBFederal Customs Service (FCS) has been raided as part of a criminalBinvestigation
into illegal alcohol production, the Interfax newsBagency reported Tuesday.

FederalBSecurity Service (FSB) agents searched the office of FCS head AndreyEBBelyaninov as
part of the case against St. Petersburg businessmanBDmitry Mikhalchenko.

FCSHemployees are not under suspicion, Interfax reported.
MikhalchenkoRis accused of founding organized crime groups and illegally tradingBalcohol.

He wasHarrested in March on suspicion of organizing the transportation ofEtwo containers
of Courvoisier Cognac 1912. The shipment, believed toBbe worth a total of 2 million rubles
($30,000), passed through theBBaltic sea port of Ust Luga disguised as building sealant.



RussianBlaw enforcement is yet to confirm the raid.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2016/07/26/russian-customs-chief-raided-in-smuggling-investigatio
n-reports-a54733



