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WADA Condemnation as Russia Thrown
Olympic Lifeline

Russia's swimming, judo, wrestling, tennis and rowing teams all
likely to compete in Rio Games.
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A cat looks through a window of the Russian Olympic Committee building in Moscow, Russia. Pavel
Golovkin / AP

TheBRInternational Olympic Committee (IOC) threw Russian athletes aBlifeline when it
decided Sunday not to impose a blanket ban onBcountry's Olympic team at the upcoming
Games in Brazil's Rio deBJanerio. The fate of Russia's athletes has now been left
toRindividual sports federations, who will decide whether individualBsportspeople are
“clean enough” to compete.

TheBIOC has been facing calls to ban the entire Russian squad following aBreport into
widespead state-backed doping at the Sochi WinterBOlympics in 2014.
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CriticismBand Disappointment from Doping Officials

TheBWorld Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) said it was “disappointed” withEthe decision,
noting that the IOC’s rejection of calls to banBRussia’s athletes could cause “less protection
for cleanHMathletes.” The United States Anti-Doping Association (USADA) echoedB&the
sentiment, saying that the decision had delivered “aBsignificant blow to the rights of clean
athletes.”

WADABRannounced Monday that they will continue investigating Russia’sBmanipulation of
the anti-doping system during the 2014 Sochi Games.

CEO ofRthe Institute of National Anti-Doping Organizations, Joseph deBEPencier, said Sunday
that the IOC decision marked “a sad day forBclean sport.” “The IOC has failed to forcefully
confront theBfindings of evidence of state-sponsored doping in Russia corruptingBthe
Russian sport system,” he said, “ignor[ing] the calls ofBclean athletes” and various
organizations.

AustralianBSports Minister Sussan Ley also criticized the ruling, tellingBreporters that she
feared for her country’s clean athletes at Rio.BThe Australian Olympic Committee said that
they backed the decision.

RussianBGratitude, Official Moves

RussianBESports Minister Vitaly Mutko, who was heavily implicated in WADA’sBmost recent
report on state-sponsored doping in the country, calledBthe IOC ruling “objective.” “I'm
grateful for such a decision,” Bhe told Lenta news website on Sunday. The Sports Minister
expressedBhis “absolute certainty” that the majority of the Russian teamBwould be able to
fulfill the “very tough” inclusion criteria setBby the IOC.

TheBRussian Olympic Committee (ROC) announced that they were creating
anB“independent commission on doping” as recommended by RussianEPresident Vladimir
Putin on Friday. ROC honorary president Vitaly®BSmirnov, who is set to chair the new
committee, told RussianBpublication Sports Express Monday that the IOC would have
“facedBmany problems” if had they decided to ban Russia from Rio.

Smirnov,Bwho held the post of Soviet Sports Minister in the 1980s, namedBseveral Russian
I0C members, former athletes, business tycoons andBgovernment officials as the
commission’s new members, Sports.ruBreported. The general director of the state-owned
Channel One,BKonstantin Ernst, would also sit on the committee, Smirnov said.

ControversyBAmongst Athletes

Two-timeBOlympic champion pole vaulter, Yelena Isinbayeva, wrote on socialBmedia
Sunday night that she was “saddened to tears” by her ownBfeelings of powerlessness. “No
one defended my rights,” sheBwrote.

IsinbayevaBalso supported the I0C’s decision to ban Russian Olympic runner andBdoping
whistleblower Yulia Stepanova from the competition. Stepanova,Bwho had hoped to compete
as an neutral athlete, will no longer beBeligible to compete due to past doping offenses. “She
[Stepanova]Bshould not be branded a hero,” Isinbayeva said.



BritishBOlympic long jump champion Greg Rutherford called the IOC decisionB“spineless.”
“Not punishing a culture of doping is a muchBEgreater threat to sport than the risk of
collective justice,” heBsaid, The Guardian reported.

Who'’sBGoing?

TheHMInternational Swimming Federation (FINA) has cleared all RussianEdivers and
synchronized swimmers for competition at Rio, theBgovernmental news agency TASS
reported Sunday. FINA President JulioBMaglione said earlier this month that the resignation
of RussianBESports Minister Mutko would be “terrible.”

FINABRwill decide on the fate of Yuliya Yefimova, a competitive swimmer whoBwas previously
stripped of her medals and disqualified for two yearsBafter a doping scandal, on Monday.

TheBRussian track-and-field team, with the exception of Daria KlishinaBwho trains in the
U.S., will not compete, following the I0C’sEbacking of a decision made by the International
Association ofBAthletics Federations (IAAF) in July.

TheBRussian weightlifting team could also be banned from attending. TheBInternational
Weightlifting Federation’s (IWF) recently decided toEban teams that have had three or more
athletes implicated in dopingBscandals. The IWF is expected to release their decision on
RussianBteam soon, after three Russian athletes were found to be takingBperformance-
enhancing drugs.

TheBInternational Cycling Union (UCI) has announced that it plans toEdecide on each
athlete's’ fate individually.Three of its RussianBcyclists have receiving doping convictions in
the past year.

Russia'sBjudo, tennis, wrestling and rowing teams are also likely to compete.
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