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Ukraine, Belarus and Russia Mourn Slain
Journalist Pavel Sheremet

By The Moscow Times

July 20,2016

Then-Bureau chief of Russian television station ORT Pavel Sheremet looks at a monitor showing
Belarussian President Alexander Lukashenko Nov. 24, 1998. Reuters

A car bomb has killed renowned Belarusian journalist PavelBSheremet in the Ukrainian
capital. He was 44 years old.

Sheremet became a well-known journalist whilst reporting forBRussian television in Belarus
in the 1990s. He then went on to makeBdocumentaries in the 1990s and eventually left
Russian stateBtelevision in 2008 over increased censorship. He worked as aBjournalist in
Ukraine since 2011, mostly for Ukrainska Pravda. HeBalso co-founded and wrote for
Belorussky Partizan, an oppositionBwebsite focused on his native Belarus.

The Moscow Times has gathered some reactions to Sheremet's deathBfrom Ukraine, Belarus
and Russia.
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Ukrainska Pravda published an editorial in memory of Sheremet

We called him Pal “Heroic.” For us he was a star and aBmaestro. A journalist who deeply
understood and felt the social andBpolitical fabric of our time. A person who evoked deep
respect.”
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For @ukrpravda news Sheremet was '"Pavel the Hero' https://t.co/it68T8gcvh

— Nataliya Vasilyeva (@NatVasilyevaAP) July 20, 2016

Olga Allenova, a Russian journalist, wrote this in Kommersant:

“Pasha was honest in everything. He stopped working inBtelevision for that exact reason. For
him it was never a question,Bwhether one should work for someone who you don’t believe in
just toBmake good money.”

“HeBwas always cheerful and optimistic, even in times that were difficultBfor him.”

‘“HeBcould always find a common language with anyone — in this he wasBsimilar to his
friend Nemtsov. I saw him talk with ambassadors,Bfederal officials, opposition leaders...
People always smiled around&him.”

Katerina Gordeeva, Meduza correspondent, wrote this:

“Pavel Sheremet’s biography is undoubtedly the story of aBwhole generation of Russian
journalists who lost their jobs becauseBof their convictions and circumstances outside their
control. UnlikeBmany others, after every painful layoff, Pasha was able to reinventBhimself
and get involved in new projects with redoubled energy. HeBmanaged to do his job like only a
person infinitely committed toBtheir profession can.”

“Nobody in journalism — no one anywhere, for that matter — wasBindifferent about
Sheremet. Some people worshiped him; some peopleBhated him; some thought everything
Sheremet did was for his ownHBself-interest; and others understood that he was sincere even
in hisBworst mistakes.”
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Meduza’s Katerina Gordeeva remembers the journalist Pavel Sheremet, murdered
in Kiev earlier today. https://t.co/fWx6UisRtg

— Meduza in English (@meduza__en) July 20, 2016

NatalliaBRadzina, editor of Belarusian opposition website Charter’97, published this post:
“PavelBdeserves to be called a Belarusian-Russian-Ukrainian journalist.

He was famous in all the three countries: he started his career inBBelarus, working in the
independent media, became Lukashenka’sEpersonal enemy (he liked calling himself this way
and it was true),Bhe was jailed as an ORT correspondent, after he was released he moved&to
Russia, and when they started cracking down there, he moved toEKiev to work.

He annoyed a lot of people in Belarus, in Russia, in Ukraine, becauseBhe was straightforward.
He was always interesting. He was never aBbore.”
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VimeHHO niocyie 3ToM KHUrH [1aBna [llepeMeTa 1po JIYKallleHKO, 5 [Tepemié B
OMMO3UIINIO pic.twitter.com/30p70r5MtI

— PB ronoBHOTro Mo3ra (@belamova) July 20, 2016

Mustafa Nayem, Ukrainian journalist and MP, wrote this on his Facebook page:

“There aren’t very many words [to say] right now. There will probably be more, and more
expressive ones later. I knew Pasha personally, and we could not see each other for a while
and then talk for a long time, argue, and then fall off the grid again, but he was always just
right here, close, nearby, in the world, where our people are.

As of now my brain refuses to believe it. I want to wake up and live on without this terrible
news. The last thing we need right now is pomp. Now is not the time for moral grave-robbing,
and let those who found a reason for that to have at it.

Investigations, news, announcements, pledges, etc. — this is all important but it’s also
important right now to look back, find our people and be together. Even more, even closer and
sensitively. Everyone should. Find those close to you and don’t let them go while you have the
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strength.

About the rest, I’ll write later.
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CI10oB ceiuac He 0c060 MHOTO. HaBepHOe, TOTOM ITOJTyYHUTCS O0JIBIIE U
BbIpa3uTesbHee. 3HaJl [1allly TIMYHO, MOTJIM JOJIro He... https://t.co/jTLAUbuWxX

— Mustafa Nayyem (@mefimus) July 20, 2016

Viktor Loshak, Former Head Editor of “Ogonyok”

“IEmknew Pavel for a very long time, from the beginning of his work inEtelevision... This was a
journalist who paid with his life for theBright to be free, the right to have principles.”
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BukTop Jlomak: IllepeMeT 3aIljIaTUI >KU3HBIO 3a ITPaBO OBITH CBOOOTHBIM
https://t.co/6fCiCffazY

— Bectu.Ru (@vesti__news) July 20, 2016

Alexei Navalny, Russian opposition leader, wrote this blog post:

“PashaBsorrowfully objected [when I said that what happened in Belarus won’tBhappen here
in Russial, and said: ‘Alexei, we said approximatelyBthe same thing about our country several
years ago. We had a bunch ofBarguments about how it’s impossible to create an
authoritarianBregime in Europe in the 21st century. And yet it happened. And you’llBsee in
the near future, how they will clamp down on the Internet, and&®how they will seize the major
network media, and how business willBrun away and hide, and how they will find someone to
go war with, andBhow the media can easily be bought in the most unimaginable way,
andBhow the pro-Western elite can also be bought and themselves becomeBpatriots, leaving
behind their houses in Spain.’

And IBthought: this Sheremet seems like a smart guy, but he’s saying suchBnonsense. And
then, beginning in 2013 at each of our meetings IBadmitted that he was right with his stupid
prophecy. And I admittedBthat he could better sense the hidden inside thoughts of a
formerBSoviet bureaucrat, no matter what country he is in: Belarus, Russia,Bor Ukraine.

AndBthe authorities knew, that he could sense this, and they alwaysBdisliked him: Sheremet
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was imprisoned in Belarus, was persecuted andBfired in Russia, and he was being followed in
Ukraine.

PavelBwas a smart and brave man, an excellent journalist and a truly goodBperson. That’s
how we will remember him.”
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IlTepemert https://t.co/91]Sjnp8K7 pic.twitter.com/ZV]3rUG7ce

— Alexey Navalny (@navalny) July 20, 2016

Ilya Yashin, Russian opposition politician, reacted to the murder on Facebook:

It’s impossible to believe that Pasha Sheremet is gone. There were two cheerful people, who
filled those around them with energy, two friends — Sheremet and Nemtsov. And over the
past year and a half, they both ceased to exist.

It was Nemtsov who introduced us. “Look,” he said. “Look: this is the legendary Sheremet.”
I’ve heard the story retold so many times, about how when the Belarusian secret services
arrested Sheremet in Minsk and Nemtsov went to Yeltsin and persuaded him to rescue the
journalist. The president then called Lukashenko, and Pasha returned to Moscow.

When they asked him to leave OTR, Pasha laughed and said, “There you go, they tolerated my
radicalism for too long.”

During Nemtsov’s last birthday, he was the MC. Again they, interrupting each other, told the
tale about the saving of Pasha from Belarusian prison.

Then Nemtsov was killed. Sheremet flew to Moscow, and I’ve never seen him look so bleak. He
and Boris really did care about each other. We remembered Boris. He cried.

Now Pasha has been killed.

It’s impossible to believe. Just impossible.
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HeB03MO>KHO ITOBEPUTH, UToO [lamru IllepemeTa 60sbIe HeT. [IpocTo
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HeBO3MO>KHO.https://t.co/oOtpHUaS8LV pic.twitter.com/d7VKf{BO1FW

— Wnpsa AmuH (@IlyaYashin) July 20, 2016

Dmitry Navosha, editor or Sports.ru and friend of Sheremet, wrote on VKontakte:

It’s a weird feeling when clever and by all signs sane people say weird things. “You see, Dima,
those chekists will take the country to war again.” Who else in Russia would have predicted
war in 2010, a vegetarian-like year. As well as human betrayal, complete bans and all kinds of
impossible things that he would say then.

But what was amazing in Sheremet was something else. He was a journalist of principles. An
iron, tough man. And at the same time he was a joker, a man with charm who would never lose
sight of things. “The great-grandson of Belarusian partisans and a partisan himself” — he
wrote about himself on Facebook. Even when he was kicked out from one workplace to
another, for the same reasons. I just opened our recent messages. Pavel’s response to “how
are you?” was: “Alright :) We’re working, we’re fighting, we’re living to the fullest.”
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[TaBern [llepemeT
BbLI HACTOSAIIIMM 6€JTOPYCCKUM ITapTU3aHOM — U IIPY 3TOM YIVBUTEIBHO
IIO3UTHUBHBIM Uel0BeKOM. OrpoMHas roTeps. pic.twitter.com/mYG/4Ko2bmh

— IOImuTpuit HaBomra (@navosha) July 20, 2016

HowRBstate media in Belarus covered Sheremet's murder

StateRTV channel BelTa barely mentioned that Pavel Sheremet was fromEBelarus, only citing
that “journalist Pavel Sheremet was killedBin Kiev.” The National State Television and Radio
Company didn’tBcover the murder at all whilst one of the country’s main dailies “Soviet
Belarus” wrote that “Sheremet was guilty ofRillegal journalism and worked with foreign
secret services for whichBhe spent three months in prison.”
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Kak 6emopycckue rocCMU ocBerratoT youricTBo [1aBna IllepemeTa
https://t.co/cFPAsenAzn

— Bemnopycckui naptusaH (@belpartisan) July 20, 2016
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