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Journalist Pavel Sheremet Murdered in
Kiev Car Bombing

July 20,2016

Forensic experts examine the wreckage of a burned car in Kiev, Ukraine, July 20, 2016. Journalist Pavel
Sheremet was killed in a car bombing earlier this morning. Sergei Chuzavkov / AP

Ukranian-Belarussian journalist PavelEBSheremet has been killed by a car bomb in central
Kiev.

Sheremet, who was born in Minsk but workedB&in Ukraine, was driving to work when a blast
went off in the car atB7:45 a.m. this morning, the RBC newspaper reported Wednesday.

The car which Sheremet was driving at theBtime of the attack belonged to Olena Prytula, head
of UkrainskayaBPravda. She was not in the car at the time of the explosion, RBCEHreported.

Friends of the pair told The MoscowBTimes that both Sheremet and Prytula used the car, and
that it wasBunclear which journalist had been targeted by the bomb.

Both were a prominent investigativeBjournalists who had made enemies across the political
spectrumBthrough hard-hitting investigations.



Sheremet worked for the Ukrainskaya PravdaBnewspaper and was a presenter at the Vesti
radio station, where he had been driving to at the time of the explosion, the 112 Ukraine
newsBagency reported.

Friends said that Sheremet and PrytulaBhad “complained for a long time about being
watched,” but thatBthose who planted the bomb ‘“may have known that this was the
usualBtime that Sheremet went to work [at Radio Vesti].”

The head editor of Ukrainskaya Pravda’s news site, Sevgil Musayeva-Borovyk, told 112 that
Sheremet’s death is likely connected to his professional work, especially given the timing of
the incident.&

Pictures of theBburnt wreckage of the car have been published on Ukrainskaya
Pravda’sBwebsite.

One eyewitness told the KommersantBnewspaper that the explosion had caused the car door
to “fly offmlike the lid of a jam jar.” Others nearby said their building shookBfrom the
“powerful” explosion, Ukrainskaya Pravda reported.

Sheremet’s murder takes place againstBa backdrop of increased intimidation against
investigative andBindependent journalists in Ukraine.

Ukrainskaya Pravda was founded byBUkranian investigative journalist Georgiy Gongadze,
who was brutallyBmurdered in 2000. Gongadze’s death occurred at a watershed momentEfor
Ukrainian journalism and politics several years before theBcountry's Orange Revolution.

Sheremet,H a close friend of recently murdered Russian opposition politician Boris

Nemtsov, was previously detained in Belarus in 1997 after being accusedB of illegally crossing
the border and “exceeding his professional rightsH as a journalist.” He had been working as a
reporter for Russia’s ORT Htelevision network, and claimed the arrest was politically
motivated.

Thel New York Times reported that his investigations into corruption and Hpolitical abuse in
Belarus made him a “thorn in the side of President BAleksandr Lukashenko’s autocratic
government.” Belarus and Russia Bclashed heavily over the case, and he was released 3
months later.

The journalist's mother has said that Sheremet will be buried in Minsk, 112 reported.

UkrainianB President Petro Poroshenko called the journalist's death a “shock and aB terrible
tragedy” and promised to punish those responsible.
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