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Russian Media Blames U.S. Diplomat for
Embassy Incident, Despite Video

July 08, 2016

The Moscow Times

State-run television channel NTV has aired the video of a Russian FSB guard attacking a U.S.
diplomat outside the U.S. Embassy in Moscow, placing the blame on the American man.

The NTV program “Incidents” presented the video as an attack of an “American spy on a
Russian policeman.” The video commentary closely resembles the remarks of Maria
Zakharova, the Russian Foreign Ministry’s official spokesperson.

The low-quality footage shows a uniformed Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) guard
attack a U.S. diplomat as he tries to enter the U.S. Embassy. Lunging at the man, the guard
appears to be the aggressor in the altercation.

Regardless, The NTV correspondent narrates the video in contradiction with the visuals: The
diplomat is is said to be a spy wearing a suspicious knitted hat over his face — dashing to get
inside the embassy. The correspondent says he had no intention of showing his documents,


http://www.ntv.ru/video/1294800/
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/moscow-says-police-assault-on-us-diplomat-made-up/573970.html

which is why the Russian guard's reaction is natural and commendable given the situation.

He calls viewers attention to the fact that following the physical altercation — in which the
U.S. diplomat is being pressed to the ground — he manages to crawl onto U.S. territory.

Similar versions of the account were presented by the Russian Foreign Ministry and by
Russia’sNation News.

According to NTV’s correspondent, the embassy guard — unaware of the existence of the
video —responded to the report filed by the United States complaining about the treatment of
diplomats, saying that the U.S. diplomat had introduced himself and presented a pass to him.

The Washington Post newspaper reported on June 29 that a security guard in an FSB uniform
had assaulted an American diplomat outside the U.S. Embassy in Moscow, breaking the man’s
shoulder.
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