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President Vladimir Putin is pictured during a joint news conference with his Turkish counterpart Tayyip
Erdogan in Ankara on Dec. 1, 2014.

Russian President Vladimir Putin and his Turkish counterpart Recep Erdogan spoke on the
phone for 45 minutes in what media sources are describing as a “productive” and “positive”
conversation, Reuters reported on Wednesday.

The phone call marked the first contact between the two leaders since Turkey shot down a
Russian jet on the border with Syria in November 2015.

President Erdogan sent a letter of apology to the Kremlin on Monday after an eight-month
standoff between the two countries, paving the way for talks with Putin.

The presidents used the phone call to stress their commitment to the collective fight against
terrorism and agreed to meet face-to-face in the near future, the RBC news outlet reported.
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Plans to restore ties between the two countries, including normalizing travel and trade
relations have been set in motion, the Interfax news agency reported.

The two leaders agreed that their respective foreign ministers will meet on July 1 in Sochi at a
Black Sea Economic Cooperation conference. They are to discuss resuming collaborations
between the two nations as well as more topical issues such as Syria.

The English translation of Erdogan’s on the Kremlin's official website drew media attention
after the original translation was changed. The letter originally read: “I once again express
my sympathy and profound condolences to the family of the Russian pilot who was killed and
I apologise to them.”

The current version has been amended slightly, reading, “I once again express my sympathy
and profound condolences to the family of the Russian pilot who was killed and I am saying:
excuse us.”

The Russian version of the text has not been changed.
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