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Members of the Russian State Duma on Friday approved the third reading of a law regulating
the work of news aggregators, the Slon.ru news website reported. The law received
unanimous support, with 319 deputies voting for the law and none against.

The law holds news aggregators accountable for the dissemination of false information.

The law reduces fines for failing to comply with the orders of the Roskomnadzor media
watchdog.

The first offense for legal entities now carries a fine of 600,000 rubles ($9,200), the first for
individuals now 100,000 rubles ($1,500).

Leading Russian search engine Yandex was critical of the bill when it was first introduced,
saying that its requirements were excessive and impractical. The law requires aggregators to
save the information they disseminate for six months after publication.
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Upon initial introduction in February, an explanatory note accompanying the bill stated the
need for stricter regulation of aggregators, on the basis of their audience reach and ability to
influence opinion.
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