Moscow Roadworks Damaging
Archaeological Remains, Activists Say

By The Moscow Times

June 06, 2016

Extensive roadworks in Moscow have damaged several archaeological sites on the city's
central Tverskaya Ulitsa street, according to preservation activists.

One of the sites partially destroyed was a white-stone cellar that is allegedly part of the
Church of St. Dmitry of Thessaloniki, which was demolished in 1933 under communist leader
Joseph Stalin, said Konstantin Mikhailov on the Khraniteli Naslediya (Protectors of Heritage)
website.

One of the cellar’s walls had been removed, and its arches were damaged when workers pulled
communication wires through them, said Mikhailov, a co-founder of Arkhnadzor, an
organization set up to defend Moscow's architectural monuments.

Mikhailov also said construction equipment had partly destroyed brickwork on Pushkin
Square in central Moscow and in other parts of the city.
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The destruction is a side effect of a massive program of summer road improvements that will
by September renovate some 52 city streets.

Under Russian law, construction work must cease when objects of archaeological importance
are found where the work is taking place, according to Mikhailov.

Arkhnadzor representative Andrei Novichkov told Dozhd, a Russian television station, that he
would ask prosecutors to investigate the legality of the roadworks. The Moscow government
“could not have been unaware that there are archaeological artifacts throughout central
Moscow,” he said.

Activists from Khraniteli Naslediya wrote an appeal to Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin: “Let’s
follow the law. No improvement is worth the destruction of Moscow's antiquities.”
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