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PaMHUIBAPHOCTD: overfamiliarity

While I was walking in the park the other day, I saw a particularly attractive little dog, whose
wiggling, tail wagging and walking toward me seemed like a clear indication of friendly
intentions. I let him sniff my hand, and when we were officially friends, I went to pet him.
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Het! his owner said. He Hafio ero rinaguTh. OH He m1106UuT dpamunbsapaocTy (Don't pet him. He
doesn't like overfamiliarity.)

Now that is one sophisticated little mutt.

Overfamiliarity isn't actually something I think about much, nor is it a word I use very often.
But damunbsspHOCTS is used a fair bit in Russian, and it represents behavior that is considered
extremely gauche. But to avoid doing it, first you've got to know what it is.

You commit the social sin of pamunbsspHOCTE When you act as if you are better friends with
someone than you really are. Knowing someone for a long time doesn't mean you can poke
through their medicine cabinet or purse: HecmoTpsi Ha fpy>KeCKy0 MHOTOJIETHIOIO
671M30CTh, MEKITY HUMM He O6b1710 HMKaKou haMmuibsipHocTH (Despite their close friendship
over many years, they weren't informal with each other.) Working with someone for years
doesn't mean you can ask them if they've got a hangover or are getting a divorce: Ona
IepsKaach ¢ KOJIZIeTaMU POBHO, 63 paMUIbIPHOCTH, Ha JJIMHHOM AucTaHnuu (She was
very even-handed with her colleagues, never informal, and kept them at arm's length.) But
one person's intrusive friendliness is another person's sign of love: 3To He HpamMUITBIPHOCTE C
ero CTOPOHBI, a npuctyn He>KHOcTH (He's not taking liberties, he's being romantic.)

daMuUITBSIpPHOCT®H is the behavioral buddy of marubpaTcTBo, a wonderful word that I like

to use for the sheer pleasure of the sound of it. It's from Polish, panie bracie, which sources
say means something like "mister brother." It usually means treating someone who is higher
up on the social, age, status, work or other scale as if he or she were your equal. But it can also
mean being overly open and friendly with your peers.

[TaHuOpaTCcTBO isn't as intrusive as paMunbsipHOCTS. It doesn't mean you're asking your boss
about her sex life. [Tanu6paTcTBO is more being all chummy with someone who isn't your
chum. It might not be totally negative: IIpocToTa B 0011[eHUYM — 3[]eCh INIaBHOe. CyIIecTBYyeT
HEKOTOPOe ayke MaHUOPATCTBO, KOT/Ia IPO/IaBIIbl BOCIIPUHUMAIOT Te0sI KaK coceqia, a
3HAUMT, Kak cBoero. (Here the most important thing is to be straightforward in dealings with
people. It's even all right to be buddy-buddy, when the saleswomen treat you like a neighbor,
and that means you're one of their own.)

But most of the time maHu6paTcTBo isn't a good thing. It's not exactly that you don't know
your place, because manubpaTcTBO can be practiced with people at or even below your social
status: MsI ObUTH APY3bSIMU, HO HAIlA JpY>K0a pa3BUBalach KaK OTHOIIEHUS JTIOfAeN YMHBIX
U cepbe3HbIX. [TaHMOpaTcTBO UCKIoUamochk (We were friends, but our friendship developed
as a relationship of smart and serious people. We weren't chummy at all.)

But marHubpaTcTBO usually means breaking standard social norms, and this can get very old-
school: Takoro maHM6paTCTBa, KaK Teneph, He 66110. U 1paBo, jtyuiiie 65110, 00JIBITIE UTUIU
cTapiux, 6bUT0 60sIbIIIE TOPSIIKA B ceMelicTBax. (People weren't living out of each other's
pockets like they are today, and it really was better that way; people respected their elders
and there was more discipline in families.)

So when in doubt, keep your distance.
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