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Russian citizens have named the United States, Ukraine and Turkey as the country's greatest
enemies, according to a poll by the independent Levada Center, the Vedomosti newspaper
reported Thursday.

The United States topped the list of countries, being named as hostile by 72 percent of
respondents, followed by Ukraine with 48 percent of respondents. It is the highest level ever
recorded for the Ukraine, which was seen as an enemy by only 37 percent of those surveyed in
2015.

Turkey was seen as an enemy by 29 percent of Russian respondents, a dramatic shift for the
country, which was considered hostile by only 1 percent of Russian respondents in 2015.

Relations between Moscow and Kiev have been considered bad by Russians since 2014, Levada
Center Deputy Director Alexei Grazhdankin said. Russia annexed the Crimean Peninsula from
Ukraine in March 2014.
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“There are more and more Russians who see Ukraine as an enemy. As long as the conflict is
not solved, it affects Russia's world image. That has an impact on the lives of ordinary
Russians, such as the weakening of the ruble, the inability to travel abroad,” Grazhdankin told
Vedomosti.

Ties between Russia and Turkey have deteriorated considerably since the downing of a
Russian SU-24 by Turkey on Nov. 24, 2015. The incident caused outrage in Russia and was
followed by a package of economic sanctions imposed on Turkey by the Kremlin.

“If tensions [between Ankara and Moscow] are not resolved, Russians' attitude toward the
country will deteriorate further,” Grazhdankin said, Vedomosti reported.

Belarus, Kazakhstan and China were named as Russia's closest allies, with half of all
respondents believing Belarus to have a friendly attitude toward Russia. Kazakhstan and
China were named by 39 and 34 percent respectively, according to the poll.

Ten percent of the respondents also mentioned Syria among Russia's allies this year,
compared to only 2 percent in 2015. The change is likely connected to Russia's role providing
assistance to the country’s army at the request of Syrian President Bashar Assad.

The poll also showed a fall in the number of Russians in favor of becoming part of the
European Union. Only 24 percent of respondents wanted Russia to join the organization,
down from 53 percent in August 2009.

Grazhdankin said that the results of the poll depended heavily on the foreign policy of other
countries: “If ties [with other countries] become less tense, the number of Russians viewing
them negatively will decrease, just as we've seen this year with Britain, France and Germany.”

Political analyst Dmitry Oreshkin noted that Russians' attitude to other countries are greatly
affected by what is shown on television as many citizens have never traveled abroad,
Vedomosti reported.

The survey was conducted May 20-23 throughout 48 Russian regions. Data was compiled
from personal interviews. The statistical margin of error does not exceed 4.1 percent.

Contact the author at a.bazenkova@imedia.ru. Follow the author on Twitter
at @a_bazenkova.
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