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More than 16,000 Russians in single-industry towns are expected to lose their jobs in 2016,
the RBK news website reported Wednesday.

Russia's monotowns — cities where one industry or company provides the vast majority of
local employment — have been badly hit by the financial crisis.

Overall production in single-industry towns fell by 5 percent in 2015, a paper by the Russian
State Analytical Center reported.

The Federal Labor and Employment Service also found that unemployment levels in these
areas had risen in March and April this year, RBC reported.

Almost 140,000 people in these areas were out of work on May 1, a 20 percent increase on last
year. An additional 100,000 people were only employed on a part-time basis.

The downturn in production has been blamed on decreasing domestic demand and rising
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state debt. This has forced rising numbers of people from factories’ production lines and into
less stable work in company warehouses, RBC reported.

The Economic Development Ministry currently forecasts that domestic demand will increase
by 1.3 percent this year and production levels will begin to grown again 2017.

In February, 60 percent of monotown residents described the socio-economic climate there
as “intolerable” or “barely tolerable,” in a survey carried out by the Federal Guard Service.

There are currently 342 settlements in Russia that have been designated as single-industry
towns in need of support. The worst hit include those involved in coal mining or paper
production, the Rossiiskaya Gazeta newspaper reported.

Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev said last year that not enough funding had been
dedicated to boosting monotowns, which are currently catered for by a dedicated working
committee.
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