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The Russian Communist Party (KPRF) plans to use the image of Soviet leader Josef Stalin in
their campaign for the upcoming State Duma elections, the Kommersant newspaper reported
Wednesday, citing party representatives.

"The image of Stalin will allow us to attract additional votes," said the party secretary for
information and analytical work, Sergei Obukhov.

Communists in the Penza region have urged the KPRF to disavow the decision made during
the 20th Congress of the Soviet Communist Party in 1956 to "overcome Stalin's personality
cult and its consequences," as it was based on a "politically motivated report" by then-leader
Nikita Khrushchev.

In September last year, communists placed a bust of Stalin in the center of Penza and opened
a culture center dedicated to the Soviet leader, despite backlash from the local population.

Another bust of the leader in Russia's northwestern town of Arkhangelsk is awaiting approval,
Kommersant reported.



Communists are trying to enhance their popularity among the public, but there is no point in
these actions, the head of Penza Institute for Regional Policy Valentin Manuilov told
Kommersant. “They are just beating water with sticks — it splashes a lot without any sense,”
he said.

"Russians started to mention Stalin in social surveys only at the beginning of the 2000s, when
Vladimir Putin came into power," the head of Levada Center independent pollster Lev Gudkov
told Kommersant.

"Before that, in the 1990s, he was not even on the list of the top 10 most popular politicians,"
he added.

The party's revision of the 1956 decision may even scare off potential voters, Gudkov says, as
about 70 percent of Russians believe Stalin is guilty of killing millions of people, Kommersant
reported.
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