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A janitor has asked confectionery manufacturer Krasny Oktyabr to give her $3 million for use
of her picture on Russia's most famous chocolate bar, the Life news agency reported
Thursday.

Yelena Anisina, from the Siberian town of Chita, claims that her face appears on the packaging
of the celebrated "Alyonka" chocolate bar.

The 50-year-old said that her picture was taken by a photographer 47 years ago when she was
walking with her mother in the street. "They told my mother that my picture would appear on
the wrapper of a Krasny Oktyabr chocolate bar. I've remembered that all my life," Anisina told
Life in an interview.

The alleged Alyonka has said she is ready to do whatever is necessary to prove her claims. It
isn't right for the face of Russia's most famous chocolate bar to live in poverty, she told
reporters.
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Anisina said that she decided to send a letter to Krasny Oktyabr after hearing the story of the
author of famous Russian Christmas song, "The Forest Raised a Christmas Tree." The author
was able to claim royalties despite the many years which had passed since writing it.

"I was struck with idea that they owe me something for 'Alyonka'," Anisina said. "I want $3
million. My conscience does not allow me to ask for more."

Representatives for the factory deny that picture of a real girl is used in the chocolate bar's
design. They say that the image was created by the artist back in the 1960s, when 'Alyonka'
was created.

"People often write to us, insisting that it is their picture on the wrapper,” said representative
of the United Confectioners holding Olga Unuchina. “But if you put a scarf on any child's head,
you will see the same face as the one on the chocolate bar."

If she receives the compensation, Anisina says she will give the money to her four children
who spent their childhood in poverty. The four had to wear sneakers in depths of winter as
there was no money to provide them with proper shoes, the ZabTV channel reported.

"Sometimes I think that $3 million is such a huge number, it even scares me," Anisina said.
"But then I think that it is not that much. These merchants' monthly income is $180 million,"
she said to ZabTV.
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