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Russian President Vladimir Putin (L) and Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu

Russia has revealed details on three new army divisions designed to counteract NATO's
military buildup near the country’s borders, Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu
announced Wednesday.

The Russian defense minister announced the formation of three new divisions in January.

All three divisions are set to be motor rifle units with up to 10,000 men, according to state-
run news agency TASS. One will to be deployed to the Rostov-on-Don region, with two more
located in the Smolensk and Voronezh regions.

Senior Russian Foreign Ministry official Andrei Kelin told the Interfax news website that
Russia would be forced to take retaliatory measures if NATO deployed four extra battalions in
Poland and the Baltic states.
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U.S. Defense Secretary Ash Carter said on Monday that the alliance was looking into
establishing a rotation of up to 4,000 troops in the Baltic, split between the United States and
its allies. The Baltic states, comprising of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, requested greater
security from NATO after Russia's annexation of Crimea two years ago.
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