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Russian Hacker Fined $6.9M by U.S.
Court

May 03, 2016

A Russian hacker has been fined $6.9 million and sentenced to 37 months in prison for
developing a virus that infected more than one million computers worldwide, the Bloomberg
news agency reported Tuesday.

Nikita Kuzmin was arrested in 2010 and pleaded guilty to creating the Gozi virus together with
two accomplices in 2011. The virus allowed Kuzmin to steal tens of millions of dollars,
prosecutors told the New York Southern District Court.

According to prosecutor Nicole Friedlander, Kuzmin was motivated by greed and he spent
stolen money on luxurious sport cars and "extravagant travel and entertainment in Europe
and Russia."

An investigation revealed that the trio had the stolen data from 10,000 bank accounts on their
servers. The details belonged to 5,200 people across Europe and the United States, including
more than 160 NASA employees, Bloomberg reported.

The two other defendants in the case, Mihai Ionut Paunescu and Deniss Calovskis, were



arrested in 2012 and 2015 respectively. Paunescu is currently awaiting for extradition to the
U.S. from Romania, according to Manhattan U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara. Calovskis, who wrote
a part of the virus's code, completed his 21-month sentence in U.S. custody, Bloomberg
reported.
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