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Error Delays First Rocket Launch From
Russia's New Vostochny Cosmodrome

April 27,2016

A Russian Soyuz rocket carrying Lomonosov, Aist-2D and SamSat-218 satellites stands on the launch
pad at the new Vostochny cosmodrome outside the city of Uglegorsk.

The first rocket launch from the new Vostochny Cosmodrome in Russia's Far East was delayed
on Wednesday morning after a technical failure one and a half minutes before lift off.

President Vladimir Putin traveled 5,600 kilometers from Moscow to see the maiden flight, but
during launch procedures "the automated control system initiated an automatic halt," Igor
Komarov, head of the Roscosmos state space corporation, told the TASS news agency.

The launch of the Soyuz 2.1a rocket, which will carry Russian scientific satellites into orbit,
has been delayed by 24 hours. Roscosmos ruled out human error in the launch failure.

According to an unidentified space industry source cited by the RIA Novosti news agency, the
first launch from may not take place on April 28 either and may be postponed indefinitely.

“If in the near future a decision to drain the fuel tanks of the rocket will be taken, this may



mean that the launch will be postponed for an indefinite time until all possible problems are
eliminated,” the source was quoted by the news agency as saying.

The Vostochny — or Eastern — Cosmodrome is one of Russia's largest infrastructure mega-
projects with a budget of between $4 billion and $6 billion. It will eventually span some 700
square kilometers in the Siberian taiga and include multiple launch platforms, testing and
assembly sites, cosmonaut training facilities and a town of 25,000 scientists, engineers and
their families.

Vostochny is meant to reduce Russia's dependence on the Soviet-era Baikonur Cosmodrome
in Kazakhstan, which Moscow leases from the Kazakh government for $115 million a year.

Since construction began in 2012, the project has been plagued with delays, embezzlement
scandals and worker strikes over missed paychecks, prompting Putin to take personal control
of the site. The first launch was originally planned for 2015.
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