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Tablets and vials of meldonium, also known as mildronate, are photographed in Moscow.

Latvian pharmaceutical company Grindeks is petitioning the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) to remove meldonium from its list of banned substances, the Interfax news agency
reported Monday.

Use of the drug, which was only banned at the start of 2016, has caused tens of Russian
athletes to be suspended from competition, including tennis superstar Maria Sharapova.

Spokesperson Juris Bundulis said the company, which produces meldonium under its trade
name mildronate, wants the drug to be taken off the blacklist in the near future.

“We appealed to WADA in a private letter with research material and dozens of publications.
We are trying to convince them and ensure meldonium will not be on the [banned substances]
list from Jan. 1 of next year,” Bundulis announced at a press conference at Grindeks
headquarters in Riga on Monday, Interfax reported.



“We've managed to convince WADA before that meldonium did not need to be included on the
[banned substances] list. The latest decision to include it after Jan. 1, 2016 came as a bit of a
shock to us. We always advocate honesty and conduct research into all our own substances,
including meldonium,” he added.

On April 13, WADA announced that a reading of less than one microgram of meldonium in an
athlete’s drug tests would be acceptable if the test was taken before March 1, 2016. The
decision could trigger a mass pardon that would see a number of athletes become able to
compete again on the world stage.
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