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Russian opposition activist Sergei Udaltsov has been denied parole by a court in the Tambov
region, his attorney Violetta Volkova said, the Russian Legal Information Agency (RAPSI)
reported Tuesday.

The administration of the penal colony argued against the early release of Udaltsov — citing
his refusal to admit guilt, RAPSI reported.

Udaltsov — a leader of the Left Front, a socialist organization that has adamantly opposed the
prolonged rule of President Vladimir Putin — was convicted of “organizing riots” and
sentenced to 4.5 years in prison.

A mass anti-Kremlin rally on the eve of President Vladimir Putin's inauguration on May 6,
2012 resulted in clashes with the police on Bolotnaya Ploshchad. Dozens were later charged
with inciting mass riots and using violence against law enforcement officers.



Protest leaders Sergei Udaltsov and Leonid Razvozzhayev were convicted in July 2014 of
having organized riots at the rally.

Human rights activists denounced Udaltsov’s trial as a mockery of justice and said the
sentencing marked a virtual end to political freedom in Russia.
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