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Russian citizens are wiring substantial sums of money to terrorist groups that seek donations
online to fight "infidels," the head of Russia's state financial watchdog told President
Vladimir Putin during a meeting Wednesday.

The electronic transfers reach tens of millions of rubles (hundreds of thousands of dollars)
each year, the chief of the Rosfinmonitoring watchdog, Yury Chikhanchin specified after
the meeting, the Interfax news agency reported. For comparison, a series of terror attacks
in Paris last November that killed 130 people cost organizers about 2,000 euros to 3,000 euros,
Chikhanchin was quoted as saying, without specifying the source of the estimate.

"It certainly causes a very great concern … that even posts on social networks saying
the money is needed for wars against 'infidels' prompt people who live in Russia to respond
and send [money]," Chikhanchin told Putin, according to a transcript released by the Kremlin.

The number of financial sponsors in Russia is estimated at a few dozen people, according
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to Chikhanchin.

"What drives those people? Each one of them probably has their own reason; we need to sort
this out," he said.

Chikhanchin's financial watchdog and the Federal Security Service (FSB) are trying to identify
terror cells in Russia, as well as terrorists who came to Syria to fight alongside with
the Islamic State terrorist group, and the businesses that "abet and make money
from terrorism," he told Putin.

Government agents have identified 42 terror cells in Russia so far this year, along with 30
more found in other countries in cooperation with foreign security services, Chikhanchin said.

About 1,500 people were added to terrorist lists last year, and 3,500 bank accounts have been
frozen, he told Putin.

The Islamic State is a terrorist organization banned in Russia.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2016/03/10/russians-sending-significant-sums-to-terrorist-groups-f
inancial-watchdog-a52124


