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Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov

Russian Foreign Ministry Sergei Lavrov on Thursday denied the possibility of any “plan B” in
Moscow or Washington in case the Russian-U.S. agreement to broker a partial cease-fire for
Syria fails, the TASS news agency reported.

At the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on Feb. 23, U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry
testified that the White House was considering “plan B” options should Moscow fails to
deliver on its part of the cessation of hostilities agreement. Republican senators cast doubt on
Kerry's assertion, and argued Russia could renege on the deal without incurring any penalties
from Washington.

Russia's Lavrov said Thursday that “everybody has already spoken about 'plan B' – there is
no such thing and there never will be,” TASS reported. “Nobody is going to have one.”
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On Wednesday, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said the Russian administration was
unwilling to even discuss any alternatives to the deal, the Lenta.ru news portal reported.

“Our priority is to discuss and work on fulfilling the plan, the initiative that was expressed
yesterday by the presidents of the two countries,” he was quoted as saying.

Meanwhile, U.S. President Barack Obama’s top military and intelligence advisers have been
pushing for additional pressure on Moscow, arguing that Russia's will fail to fulfill its part of
the agreement over cessation of hostilities, The Wall Street Journal reported on Tuesday.

The deal, announced by the Kremlin and the U.S. State Department on Monday, aims to end
the fighting between Syrian President Bashar Assad's forces and his political opponents. The
agreement excludes Islamic State, Nusra Front, and other “terrorist” groups designated by
the United Nations.

Islamic State is a terrorist organization banned in Russia.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2016/02/26/lavrov-no-plan-b-for-russia-us-deal-in-syria-a51970


