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The European General Court (EGC) in Luxembourg has started hearing the case of Russia's
Rosneft oil company against the EU Council, the TASS news agency reported Tuesday.

The case was opened on Feb. 18, 2015, the court's spokesperson said, TASS reported.

The EU Council imposed sanctions against Russia on July 31, 2014. Rosneft's lawsuit demands
that sanctions imposed on the oil company in September 2014 be cancelled.

The oil company also filed a lawsuit to the London High Court, which requested EGC's
position on the case, TASS said.

This claim by Rosneft is being watched with particular interest as it sets the precedent for
other Russian defense and oil industry companies — such as Sberbank, Gazprom Neft and
Vneshtorgbank (VTB) — who have also filed lawsuits against the Council of Europe, TASS
reported.
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