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3 Men Detained in Russian Region for
Cat Cruelty

February 22,2016

Police in the central Russian region of Ryazan have detained three young men accused of tying
a firecracker to a cat and blowing it up, an incident that was recorded on video and posted
online, the TASS news agency reported Sunday.

The investigation was launched earlier this weekend after the footage began circulating on
social networks and prompted an outcry from animal rights activists, who urged the
authorities to find and prosecute the attackers, the RIA Novosti news agency reported.

The video showed young men tying a cat's paws with a duct tape, taping a firecracker to the
animal's body, and igniting the fuse. The animal did not resist and appeared calm while the
men taped its paws, but started meowing in distress when thefuse began burning — only to be
silenced by the firecracker exploding.

One of the men could be heard saying in the video after the explosion: '"To shreds, wasn't it."

The video initially appeared on YouTube in January, with a description saying the footage
came from the hard drive of a computer found in a dumpster in Ryazan, local news website



Rzn.info reported. YouTube removed the video for breaking the online service's rules against
graphic depictions of cruelty, the report said.

Investigators identified the men as residents of a Ryazan region village, and said the attack
took place in the summer of 2005, TASS reported. Police detained three local men, aged 28, 29
and 38, all of whom have prior criminal records, the report said.

Under Russian law, the maximum penalty for cruelty to animals is two years in prison,
according to an online statement by animal rights activists, RIA Novosti reported.

State Duma lawmaker Oleg Lebedev, a member of the legislature's nature and ecology
committee, said his panel is drafting a bill that would introduce tougher sentences for cruelty
to animals, TASS reported.
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