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A worker watches as an excavator is used to demolish illegal street kiosks and stalls near Chistiye Prudy
metro station in Moscow, Russia, Feb. 9, 2016.

Large-scale demolition of kiosks and small shopping centers began in Moscow on Monday
night, the RIA Novosti news agency reported Tuesday.

As of Tuesday morning, 55 percent of the properties subject to removal had been completely
removed, Sergei Shogurov, head of the capital's real estate inspectorate, told the news agency.

The decision to demolish trade properties that according to City Hall were constructed
illegally, was taken in December and affects 104 properties.

The list includes the Pyramid shopping center near Pushkinskaya metro station and the
Albatross shopping mall near Shchyolkovskaya as well as kiosks near Chistye Prudy,
Kropotkinskaya, Arbatskaya and Ulitsa 1905 Goda metro stations, RBC reported.
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The demolition of all buildings included in the list will be completed by Feb. 24, RIA Novosti
reported.

Owners and tenants of the properties oppose the demolition. According to the Russkaya
Sluzhba Novostei radio station, protesters occupied the Albatross shopping center on Monday
night but were forced out by the police.

Alexei Voronin, the commercial director of the shopping center, said that an arbitration court
confirmed the legal status of the building in January, Russkaya Sluzhba Novostei reported.
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