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Russian President Vladimir Putin (C) gives an interview to Kai Diekmann (R), chief editor of Germany's
Bild newspaper, and Nikolaus Blome, Bild deputy editor, at the Bocharov Ruchei state residence in Sochi,
Russia, Jan. 5, 2016.

The West and Russia never re-established a relationship of trust following the Soviet Union's
collapse, President Vladimir Putin said in an interview published Monday, blaming past
political failures for the most recent relationship crisis.

“Twenty-five years ago, the Berlin Wall fell, but invisible walls were moved to eastern Europe.
This has led to mutual misunderstandings and assignments of guilt. They are the cause of all
crises ever since,” he told the German newspaper Bild.

“We've done everything wrong,” he added.

Putin pointed toward NATO's eastward expansion for the cooling in Russia's relations with
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the West.

“NATO and the U.S. wanted a complete victory over the Soviet Union. They wanted to sit on
the throne in Europe alone,” he said.

Putin also said Western sanctions imposed on Russia over its annexation of Crimea and its
role in eastern Ukraine were aimed at “geopolitically pushing Russia back” — not at helping
Ukraine.

Putin described the sanctions, which were extended by six months by the European Union in
December, as “foolish” and “a theater of the absurd.”

He said sanctions were harming Russia's “possibilities on the financial markets,” but pointed
toward the plunge in oil prices as the main reason for Russia's economic hardships.

The drop in oil prices, however, was also providing Russia with an opportunity to diversify its
economy, Putin said.

“If you earn so many petrodollars, as we once did, that you can buy anything abroad, this
slows down developments in your own country,” he said.

Putin was also asked by the German journalists whether he had deliberately taken his dog
Koni to a 2007 meeting with German Chancellor Angela Merkel — an incident which some
claimed was meant to intimidate her in a show of power. Putin denied the theory.

“I did not know that [she was frightened,]” he said. “I wanted to make her happy. When I
learned that she does not like dogs, I apologized, of course.”
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