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On Wednesday, authorities said that 85,000 people had attended an official rally for Unity Day in
Moscow, compared to 75,000 last year.

The number of Russians attending pro-government rallies has increased tenfold since
Vladimir Putin returned to the presidency in 2012, a study found, while enthusiasm for
opposition meetings has grown only slightly.

A survey by the social research center at the Russian Presidential Academy of National
Economy and Public Administration (RANEPA) showed that 16 percent of people said they had
participated in a rally, up from 4 percent in 2012, the RBC news agency reported Thursday.

However, the increase was almost entirely thanks to government supporters taking to the
streets: Only one percent of people had attended a pro-government rally in 2012. This year, 10
percent said they had attended.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/peter-hobson


By contrast, 3 percent of respondents this year said they had participated at opposition
meetings, up from 2 percent in 2012. Three percent of those polled said they had been to both
government and opposition rallies.

The surge in pro-government activity follows a crackdown on opposition demonstrations and
independent media since Putin was elected to a third term as president in 2012. Within
months of his election victory, authorities began making arrests at a protest movement
against alleged violations at parliamentary elections the previous winter.

More recently, state media have portrayed Russian support of separatists in Ukraine and
bombing in Syria as heroic battles against nationalism, terror and malign U.S. influence,
fueling a surge in support for the government and pushing Putin's approval rating last month
to a new record of almost 90 percent.

One-quarter of respondents to the RANEPA survey said they were ready to attend a pro-
government rally, up from 6 percent three years ago, according to RBC. Six percent said the
same about opposition demonstrations, up from 4 percent in 2012.

Most staunch in their support were pensioners, one third of whom said they would attend a
pro-government meeting. But support has risen fast among young people: Twelve percent of
Russians aged 18-25 said they would come out to support the government, up from only 1
percent in 2012.

The swelling willingness to back the government also comes amid a recession that is
worsening Russians' quality of life. Wages have shrunk in real terms by nearly 10 percent in
the past year, and pensions are set to rise in 2016 by far less than the rate of inflation — a first
in recent years.

On Wednesday, authorities said that 85,000 people had attended an official rally for Unity Day
in Moscow, compared to 75,000 last year.

Valery Federov, chief of state-run pollster VTsIOM, told RBC that just as important as Putin's
popularity was effective organization by pro-government forces.

“In some sense this is a demonstration of power ahead of an election year,” he said. Russia
will hold parliamentary elections in 2016.

The RANEPA survey polled 6,104 people in 10 Russian regions, according to RBC. No margin of
error was given.
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