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Smoke rises from what activists said was an airstrike by forces loyal to Syria's President Bashar al-
Assad on the town of Douma, eastern Ghouta of Damascus.

Russia said Wednesday it opposes a draft United Nations resolution on Syria's use of barrel
bombs which is being promoted by France, Britain and Spain because it could jeopardize
upcoming international talks on how to restore peace to the conflict-wracked country.

Britain's UN Ambassador Matthew Rycroft said the draft has been circulated to some
members of the Security Council and will be circulated to all members "in the coming days."

"I think it's important to ensure that indiscriminate bombing is stopped because it kills so
many people, it terrorizes so many people and it's one of the causes of the flood of refugees
and migrants out of Syria,'" he said.

Russia's deputy UN Ambassador Petr Iliichev told reporters he hasn't seen the draft. But he
said it shouldn't be circulated to the Security Council now because "especially at this very



delicate moment we should not jeopardize the efforts that are being undertaken in Vienna."

The talks in Vienna on Thursday and Friday are the most serious attempt yet to end the Syrian
conflict, now in its fifth year, which has killed 250,000 people, displaced more than 10 million
and created a massive humanitarian crisis.

France's UN Ambassador Francois Delattre said last week that barrel bombs are not defensive
weapons, ''they are weapons of terror."

A February 2014 resolution adopted by the Security Council demands that all parties in Syria
stop using barrel bombs. But it was not under Chapter seven of the UN Charter which is
militarily enforceable — as the proposed European draft resolution is.

Diplomats, speaking on condition of anonymity because the draft has not been made public,
said it would ban the use of barrel bombs and threaten sanctions against those responsible for
dropping the explosive devices that have killed thousands of civilians.
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