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Depending on the crime and its severity, self-employed individuals and legal entities can be deprived of
operating licenses or have their businesses liquidated.

Lawmakers from the ruling United Russia party have introduced a new version of the
Administrative Code — the document that outlines sanctions for offenses that are not
considered criminal, the Kommersant newspaper reported Monday.

The new expanded version of the code stipulates harsher punishments, the report said. It has
not yet been submitted to the State Duma, the lower house of parliament, because it needs to
undergo public discussions.

The current Administrative Code was adopted in 2002, and since then it has been amended
more than 300 times, more than the number of amendments to the Criminal Code adopted in
1996, Kommersant reported. The new version is aimed at systematizing the changes.
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The new version divides all offenses into three categories, as the Criminal Code does: minor,
mid-level and serious crimes, the report said.

Vladimir Pligin, head of the Duma's committee for constitution and state affairs and one of
the authors of the new version of the code, told Kommersant that the goal was not to raise
fines for offenses — but they have been raised significantly.

The biggest fines stipulated by the new code are 100,000 rubles ($1,592) for individuals,
400,000 rubles ($6,368) for self-employed individuals, 800,000 rubles ($12,737) for officials,
and 60 million rubles ($955,278) for legal entities, Kommersant reported.

The fines outlined under the code's “political” articles were also increased in the new draft.
For instance, the maximum fine for buying off voters was increased by 20 times to 10 million
rubles ($159,213). The maximum fine for the illegal allocation of funds during elections was
increased from 1 million ($15,921) rubles to 7 million rubles ($111,450), and the fine for
disobeying police orders was increased from 500-1,000 rubles ($8-$16) to 10,000-15,000
rubles ($160-$240), Kommersant reported.

The new version also offers more options for sanctioning offenders, in addition to fines, the
report said.

Depending on the crime and its severity, self-employed individuals and legal entities can be
deprived of operating licenses or have their businesses liquidated, and individuals can be
sentenced to community service, banned from public events or forbidden from using the
services of air carriers.
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