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A screenshot from a video showing an apartment building which inhabitants do not welcome kids with
special needs.

Residents of an apartment building in the southern Siberian city of Krasnoyarsk have refused
to approve the opening of an educational center that would be able to accommodate children
with special needs, the Takie Dela news website reported, citing local TV channel Afontovo.

An NGO called Pravo Na Schastye (Right to Happiness) won a government grant earlier this
year to open an educational center where pupils with special needs could study for free
alongside children their own age who don't have special needs, the report said. The center was
due to open on the first floor of a residential building, but its residents opposed
the installation of a wheelchair ramp.
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Current national housing legislation requires that two-thirds of the residents of a building
approve a ramp's installation, and in this case less than 20 percent of the residents gave their
consent, the report said. The others said they didn't want to look at disabled children on a
daily basis.

"I don't want to look at children in wheelchairs. I can't help them, and I don't want to see
them every day and cry myself to sleep every night. I have the right not to," one of the women
living in the building told TV channel NTV.

Some people were against installing the ramp because it would take up space and leave them
less room in which to park their cars.

"They can go to [another] school or kindergarten and study together there. You have
to understand: We don't care how they are going to socialize," another woman told Afontovo.
"Considering the lack of space we're dealing with here, we don't want these children — sick
children. Look how many children of our own we've got," she added.

The head of Pravo Na Schastye, Nadezhda Bolsunovskaya, has filed complaints with
the prosecutor's office and social services. In addition, the city administration has submitted
a request with the State Duma asking for amendments to legislation that requires residents'
approval to install ramps in residential buildings.
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