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Authorities in Russia's Far East are handing out hectares of land free of charge in a bid
to attract people to the vast region, which offers its sparse population a wealth of resources
and a harsh climate.

The offer is available to all Russian citizens, the only requirement is that people put the land
to use.

The land can be used "for any purpose," including farming or building a home, just as long as
the land is being used at all, the Far Eastern Development Ministry said on the website it runs
for the project, NaDalniyVostok, or "To the Far East."

Those interested in the offer can hold on to their land plots free of rent, tax or any other
payments for five years and will then receive ownership titles to the plots, also free of charge,
if they can prove the land has been used during that period, the ministry said.
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"Unused land plots will be confiscated," it added.

Land allocations can reach up to 1 hectare per person — meaning that a family of five can
claim up to 5 hectares, the statement said.

No advance travel to the Far East is required: Interested parties can choose a land plots using
an online map.

The project could increase the region's population nearly six-fold — to 36 million people,
from the current 6.4 million, according to estimates by Russia's Minister for the Development
of the Far East, Alexander Galushka.

"We view this project as a possibility for Russian citizens to achieve self-realization in our Far
East, and for attracting people to the region," Galushka said this summer, according
to comments posted on his ministry's website.

A survey commissioned by the ministry from the state polling agency VTsIOM indicated that
one in five Russians would consider relocating to the Far East and settling there permanently
if they receive free land, Galushka said. The number is about 50 percent higher among young
Russians, he added. 
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