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Soviet dictator Josef Stalin

On Thursday, Russian intellectuals and human rights activists will hold a "tribunal" against
Soviet dictator Josef Stalin, whose popularity has recently seen a revival in the country.
The hearing will aim to discuss and assess the role of the dictator, who ruled the Soviet Union
from the mid-1920s until his death in 1953.

"We get the impression that there are attempts now if not to restore Stalin's personality cult,
then to justify his crimes," human rights activist Lyudmila Alexeyeva, head of the Moscow
Helsinki Group, was quoted as saying by Ridus news portal. "People say: 'There were,
of course, victims, but he has done a lot for the country.'"

A survey released by the independent Levada Center polling agency earlier this year indicated
that more than half of Russians viewed Stalin's role as positive. The poll, conducted
in December and released in January, showed that 36 percent of Russians believe Stalin's
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policies were "more positive" than negative, while another 16 percent believe his role was
"definitely positive." The poll had a margin of error of no more than 3.4 percent.

The survey's results mark a spike from a similar poll in 2013, in which the number of those
who described Stalin's role as "definitely positive" stood at 9 percent.

Government officials have also taken steps to rehabilitate Stalin's image.

In one attempt to play up Stalin's role at the expense of his victims, the Perm-36 museum
commemorating gulag victims shut down earlier this year, citing months of pressure
from local authorities, who later announced plans to reopen the museum as a site
commemorating the Soviet prison system in general, but without any exhibits on political
prisoners, according to the museum director.

The central Russian region of Tver has plans to open a museum showcasing Stalin's political
and military bravado, while in the Siberian city of Krasnoyarsk, municipal lawmakers are
seeking to install a monument to the dictator.

The "tribunal" on Stalin's role was expected to take place at the International University
on Leningradsky Prospekt, independent radio station Ekho Moskvy reported Thursday.
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