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Investigative Committee spokesman Vladimir Markin

The spokesman for Russia's Investigative Committee, Vladimir Markin, has labelled the
American legal system “archaic” and “unable to defend even children's rights” in an
interview with the Izvestia newspaper, published Monday.

“The U.S. is now trying to take revenge on Russia because in December 2012, Russia
announced publicly that the American legal system is archaic and unable to defend children's
rights,” Markin said in the interview.

“Russia has repudiated America's moral right to impose its standards on the rest of the
world,” he said.

Markin referred to the 2012 law which introduced a series of measures against the U.S.,
including a formal ban on Americans adopting Russian children. Russian lawmakers pointed
out that Russian children often get physically molested by their new parents in the U.S.



Rights activists have criticized the law as making Russian children hostages to politics and
preventing many gravely ill ones from receiving high-end medical treatment in the U.S.

The law was passed in response to the so-called 2012 Magnitsky Act passed by the U.S.
Congress that aimed to punish Russians responsible for the death of lawyer Sergei Magnitsky
in a Moscow prison in 2009.

Markin also accused the U.S. of “directly managing the remnants of the Ukrainian state,”
“setting the Ukrainians and people of the Baltic states against Russia,” and orchestrating a
“mass propaganda” campaign.

In June, Markin, who in recent years has become the main mouthpiece of the Russian legal
system,  questioned whether the 1969 Apollo 11 spaceflight mission to the Moon had taken
place.
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