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Founded in 2000, Golos played a key role in exposing widespread violations during the 2011
parliamentary elections.

An expert working for a prominent Russian elections watchdog that has been labeled a foreign
agent by the Justice Ministry was attacked in a Moscow metro car on Wednesday night by a
man who accused him of betraying Russia for the United States.

Vasily Vaisenberg, an expert at the Golos vote-monitoring NGO, said the man sitting opposite
him on the metro began to complain about the Golos pin on Vaisenberg's jacket, according to
his police statement, which he published on his Twitter feed.

“In a rude manner, he told me to take it off, accusing me of being a 'foreign agent' who had
'sold his motherland to the U.S.,'” Vaisenberg wrote in the statement.

Founded in 2000, Golos played a key role in exposing widespread violations during the 2011
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parliamentary elections. In 2013, under a new law on NGOs it became the first organization
in Russia to be declared a "foreign agent," a term widely associated with spying in Russia.

Vaisenberg refused to take off his Golos pin, prompting the unidentified man to grab his
jacket and rip the pin off. Vaisenberg said the man had grabbed his arm so hard he could have
broken it.

When the Golos employee tried to inform the train's driver via an emergency intercom, the
man began to shout: “I am going to kill you here and now and nobody will stop me,”
according to Vaisenberg.

The man got off the metro when the train arrived at the next stop. Vaisenberg said he also left
the metro car to find a police officer and report the incident, but none were available at the
station. He then went on to the next station and reported the incident there.

In July, Golos said that the Justice Ministry has initiated the procedure of revoking its foreign
agent status, but the process is expected to take three months. Earlier Golos successfully
argued in court that it does not receive funding from abroad.

In 2012 President Vladimir Putin signed a law that made it mandatory for all NGOs engaged in
loosely defined political activity while receiving funding from abroad to be labeled as foreign
agents. Many rights activists interpreted the law as an effort to sideline civil society in Russia.
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