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Moscow subway stations will be outfitted with trash cans for the first time in nearly 40 years,
an official said Monday. Trash cans were removed from the system in the wake of a Soviet-era
bombing that killed seven and wounded dozens more.

The trash cans “will be transparent and will hold no more than one kilogram [of waste], so
they will be perfectly safe,” Yury Degtyaryov, deputy head of the Moscow metro, was cited as
saying by the Moskva news agency.

The trash cans are intended mostly to serve as receptacles for used subway tickets and paper
cups; the need for the containers was prompted by the metro’s plans to install coffee vending
machines at stations, Degtyaryov was quoted as saying.

“Naturally, after this issue [of coffee machines] is adopted, it will be necessary to place trash
cans at the stations, so that people don’t throw away empty cups on the subway,” Degtyaryov
said, Moskva reported.
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Trash cans were removed from the Moscow metro in 1977 following a bombing on the tracks
between the Izmailovskaya and Pervomaiskaya stations on the dark blue line. Seven people
were killed in the attack, and dozens of others were injured.

A Soviet court blamed the killing on Armenian nationalists and sentenced the defendants to
death by firing squad, although human rights activists raised doubts about the validity of the
closed-door trial. Moscow’s metro has also seen a series of deadly bombings by Islamic
militants in recent decades.

Contact the author at a.dolgov@imedia.ru

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2015/08/18/trash-cans-returning-to-moscow-metro-after-40-years-a
49011

mailto:a.dolgov@imedia.ru

