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Russian State Duma speaker Sergei Naryshkin

The speaker of the lower house of the Russian parliament said Thursday that Crimea, which
Russia annexed from Ukraine last year, was in fact “peacefully annexed” by Ukraine from
Russia back in 1991 when the Soviet Union collapsed, the TASS news agency reported.

State Duma speaker Sergei Naryshkin made the comments to French members of parliament
who had stopped in Moscow on their way to Crimea, where they plan to meet with ordinary
people to assess the situation in the disputed territory.

“I am confident that people will tell you honestly how they felt and how they lived all these 23
years — from 1991 to 2014 — when, due to a number of circumstances, Crimea was in essence
peacefully annexed by Ukraine,” Naryshkin told the group.
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Crimea was transferred to Ukraine from Russia in 1954, when both countries were part of the
Soviet Union, by the Soviet leadership headed by Nikita Krushchev.

Since Russia's annexation of the peninsula last March following a referendum that was not
recognized as legal by most members of the United Nations, Russian officials have repeatedly
questioned the legality of its 1954 transfer to Ukraine.

Russian officials and politicians reject the term “annexed” for the territory's return to Russia
that is widely used by Western politicians and media. Ukrainian officials say Crimea is
occupied by Russia.

Members of the French parliament arrived in Russia on Thursday to visit Moscow and Crimea.
Their visit, which is not an official delegation from the French government, has been heavily
criticized by the French Foreign Ministry, as well as by the Ukrainian authorities who have
threatened to ban them from Ukraine in the future.
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