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Small but relatively pricey items were favored among Russian shoplifters, such as top-shelf alcohol,
caviar and cosmetics, Interfax reported.

With real incomes sinking under the weight of Russia's economic crisis, shoplifting has been
on the rise across the country, the Izvestia newspaper reported.

In the past year, some 930 million rubles' ($16 million) worth of goods have been swiped from
the shelves of Russian shops — a considerable increase from the 648 million rubles' worth of
goods pilfered the previous year, Izvestia reported, citing data provided by the Federal Tax
Service.

Moscow dominated the shoplifting trend, with some 55 percent of the goods reported stolen
in the past year having been taken from its stores. Krasnoyarsk and Sverdlovsk endured the
second and third highest rates of pilfering, respectively.
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Russia's most honest regions were found in the North Caucasus and the Far East. Nothing was
reported stolen in Chechnya, Dagestan, Ingushetia or the Magadan region.

Small but relatively pricey items were favored among Russian shoplifters, such as top-shelf
alcohol, caviar and cosmetics, Interfax reported.

But goods that could be swiped while waiting in a shop's checkout line — such as chocolate
bars and razors — likewise proved to be hot-ticket items.

The falling price of oil and several waves of sanctions imposed against Russia by the West in
connection with the annexation of Crimea and the ongoing Ukraine conflict led the ruble to
lose 40 percent of its value against the dollar in 2014, helping plunge the country into an
economic crisis.

As the ruble weakened, inflation soared, reaching 11.4 percent last year.

Meanwhile, Russians' real incomes have been been sinking in recent months. In 2014, they
fell by almost 1 percent — the first such decrease since President Vladimir Putin came to
power in 1999. The trend has continued into 2015, with real incomes plunging by 3.1 percent
in the first half of the year, news and analysis site Slon.ru reported.
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