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Composer William Barton on his didgeridoo.

World-renowned didgeridoo player and composer William Barton brought Australian
aboriginal music to Russia on Wednesday as part of the Australian celebration of National
Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee week. Before performing in the Stars
of the White Nights Festival at the Mariinsky Concert Hall in St. Petersburg on Sunday, Barton
played the didgeridoo for local dignitaries at the Australian ambassador's residence
in Moscow on Wednesday.

The didgeridoo is a ceremonial horn made from hollowed hardwood and beeswax that
produces deep tones with a hypnotic vibrato. Didgeridoo music is strongly tied to aboriginal
folk culture.

"This music is about passing on stories, one generation to the next," Barton said, before
playing music that told the story of a family of kangaroos and a hitchhiker hailing a car on the
highway.
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During the concert, aboriginal visual art was on display, seeming to match the spiraling sound
of Barton's didgeridoo. Brightly colored landscapes were painted in patterned lines and circles
that looked like the rings and knots inside a tree trunk. In Australian aboriginal culture, this
sacred art represents a topographical map recording the events and growth of one's life.

Following Barton's performance, Australian conductor Daniel Smith said, "The first time I
ever cried at a concert is when I heard this music. To me, it means peace in the world,
everywhere."

Daniel Smith is an award-winning conductor who will return to the Mariinsky Theater in St.
Petersburg to conduct Beethoven's "Eroica Symphony" on Sunday. After the symphony,
William Barton will perform the European debut of "Kalkadungu," a piece for didgeridoo
and orchestra. This concert will be the first time an Indigenous artist and composer will
perform at the Mariinsky Theater.

Some tickets still available at http://tickets.mariinsky.ru/en
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