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Russia's FSB to Help Compile 'Patriotic
Stop-List' of Undesirable NGOs
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The Federation Council met to discuss the list Friday.

The FSB, a successor agency to the Soviet-era KGB, will help the upper chamber of the
Russian parliament prepare its list of foreign organizations deemed to be a threat to the
country's security and whose activities will be banned in Russia, a Federation Council senator
was quoted as saying Friday.

The Justice Ministry, Prosecutor General's Office and police will also take part in compiling
the list, Andrei Klishas, chair of the Federation Council's constitutional legislation committee,
said Friday at a meeting devoted to the list.

While the list has yet to be compiled, obvious candidates to feature on it include George Soros'
Open Society Foundations, the National Endowment for Democracy, the MacArthur
Foundation and the National Democratic Institute, Konstantin Kosachev, who heads the
Federation Council's international affairs committee, was cited by Russian media as saying
last month.



All of those organizations have their main headquarters in the United States.

“We cannot let Russia's geopolitical opponents carry out a cynical policy aimed at
[establishing] a single leadership in the world,” Kosachev said at Friday's meeting of the
Federation Council, according to a statement published Friday on the council's website.

After discussing the list with other senators next Wednesday, it will be sent to the Prosecutor
General's Office for consideration, the RBC news agency reported.

President Vladimir Putin signed a law on undesirable organizations in May. The law tasks the
Foreign Ministry and Prosecutor General's Office with creating a list of organizations that
pose a threat to Russia's stability. The organizations included in this list will be banned in
Russia.

In addition to Federation Council senators, lawmakers in the State Duma — the lower
chamber of parliament — will compile their own list of undesirable organizations.

The Russian government has repeatedly blamed Western governments for waging anti-
Russian "color revolutions'" in former Soviet states by manipulating public opinion via NGOs.

In 2012, Russia passed a so-called "foreign agents'' law that requires all NGOs to label
themselves as foreign agents — a term widely associated with spying in Russia — if they are
engaged in loosely defined political activity and receive funds from abroad.
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