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Gravestones at the Potocari genocide memorial near Srebrenica.

UNITED NATIONS — A draft United Nations Security Council resolution commemorating
the 1995 Srebrenica massacre does "not seek to bring up painful divisions nor point the finger
of blame," Britain said on Wednesday as Russia pushes a rival text it considers balanced.

The British-drafted resolution has angered Bosnian Serbs and Serbia, who branded it as
"anti-Serb" and sent a letter of protest to the United Nations.

The British draft strongly condemns the genocide at Srebrenica and any denial of this
genocide, while the Russian text instead condemns "the most serious crimes of concern to the
international committee." Both drafts were seen by Reuters.

"This is the moment for the Security Council to show through this resolution that we are
committed to making 'never again' a reality," Britain's U.N. Ambassador Matthew Rycroft

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/the-moscow-times


told a Srebrenica memorial event at the United Nations on Wednesday.

On July 11, 1995, towards the end of Bosnia's 1992-95 war, Bosnian Serb forces swept into the
eastern Srebrenica enclave, a U.N.-designated "safe haven." They executed 8,000 Muslim
men and boys in the days that followed, dumping their bodies into pits.

Serbia acknowledges that a "grave crime" took place and adopted a declaration condemning
the massacre in 2010 as it sought closer ties with the West, but stopped short of describing it
as genocide. Its president at the time, Boris Tadic, attended the 15th anniversary
commemoration.

The U.N. war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia has ruled the massacre — the worst
mass killing on European soil since World War Two — was genocide.

Twenty years after the war ended, Bosnia remains a fragile state reliant on external aid, its
economy hobbled by a complex and unwieldy power-sharing system and tensions between its
two constituent republics.

Russia's Deputy U.N. Ambassador Petr Iliichev described the British draft on Tuesday as
"divisive" because "it focuses on only one aspect of the conflict." He said the Russian text was
"more general and more reconciling."

U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, Samantha Power, told the commemoration event
at the United Nations on Wednesday that the Srebrenica genocide must never be forgotten.

"Those who deny the genocide in Srebrenica today only embarrass and humiliate
themselves," said Power, who was a 24-year-old journalist in Bosnia when the massacre took
place.

"Let me simply appeal to all gathered here that the resolve induced by the horror
of Srebrenica be extended not only to commemorating the past, but to do far more to prevent
genocide and mass atrocities in the present," she said.
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